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CHEYENNE -- Wyoming lawmakers are unlikely to make broad changes to the state's laws 

requiring local governments to publish certain legal notices in newspapers, according to a co-

chairman of the committee studying the issue. 

The Legislature's Joint Corporations, Elections and Political Subdivisions Interim Committee 

heard testimony last week from press and local government representatives on the topic during 

its meeting in Riverton. 

Despite objections from press advocates, some local government officials requested the study so 

lawmakers can decide whether to loosen the restrictions of what notices need to be published or 

if they could just be published online. 

Cities and counties, depending on their size, can spend tens of thousands of dollars a year on 

newspaper advertising costs. 

Cheyenne, for example, budgeted $90,000 to pay for legal notices for the past fiscal year, 

according to the city treasurer’s office. 

Rep. Pete Illoway, R-Cheyenne, the co-chairman of the committee, said no final decisions were 

made during the meeting. 

Instead, he said the committee voted to ask the Wyoming Press Association to meet with the 

Wyoming Association of Municipalities, the Wyoming County Commissioners Association and 

state agencies to see if tweaks to the laws can be found to lessen the burden placed on the 

governmental bodies. 

But Illoway said he doubts lawmakers will be looking to make sweeping changes in time for the 

next legislative session as the issue is discussed more in the coming months. 

“We had a good discussion on the topic, but we didn’t come to any conclusions or decide to draft 

a bill,” he said. “At this point, it’s up to (the groups) to sit down and see what they can come up 

with, since we are still in the fact-finding stage.” 

Wyoming Press Association Executive Director Jim Angell said he will deal “in good faith” to 

see if reasonable changes can be found. 

“Everyone has got to look at ways to reduce to spending these days,” he said. “And if we can 

find a way to reduce some costs without cutting into the access to public notices for the state’s 

residents, well, that would be great.” 

However, Angell said publishing the notices, which includes the posting of salary listings, 

notices of public meetings, requests for contract bids and other information, provides an 

important public service. 



He said the notices are a permanent historical record, as well as one of the best ways to give 

residents uncensored and unfiltered access to public information. 

The Wyoming Press Association and many individual newspapers post the notices online as well 

as in print. 

But Angell said restricting the publishing to just the Internet would limit the public’s access. 

Officials with the Wyoming Association of Municipalities and the Wyoming County 

Commissioners Association did not respond to calls seeking comment Friday. 

 


