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The Burleigh County Commission likely violated the state’s opening meetings law in failing to
issue a public meeting notice, the state’s attorney said. The county commissioners agreed to
retroactively issue a notice for a Jan. 24 legislative committee hearing at which a quorum of
commissioners testified even though no public notice was issued beforehand.

Commission Chairman Jerry Woodcox and Commissioners Mark Armstrong, Brian Bitner and
Doug Schonert all attended the House Political Subdivisions Committee hearing on House Bill
1156. It would allow counties to hold home rule charter elections during special dates.

State’s Attorney Richard Riha said he asked the Attorney General’s Office about the situation.

“It was their thought this was a meeting that should have been noticed,” Riha said. Two emails
that followed, representing Burleigh County, also likely constituted another open meeting
violation, he said.

“It appears (a violation) likely happened. ... They (the attorney general’s office) recommended
an after-the-fact notice be issued by the auditor,” Riha said.

The late notice states a quorum of commissioners were at the 9 a.m. committee hearing and
gave testimony on the bill, that a majority commissioners “caused an email in support of
HB1156 to be issued later that day at 5:33 p.m.” and “the same majority issued another email
Jan. 28 to the House of Representatives representing Burleigh County stating their support for
HB1156.”

Armstrong said he contacted Riha.

“I was most concerned about the letter that went out. I was surprised I was quoted in a letter I
didn’t get a copy of,” Armstrong said

County Auditor Kevin Glatt said he had not known any commissioners would attend the
meeting, or he would have issued a meeting notice.
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