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Legal notices for court action are under review

Before some wills or estates are settled or some adoptions or disputes are resolved in Hamilton

County Chancery Court, a legal notice of the pending action must be published in the Chattanooga

Times Free Press.

The price of that notice goes up by $50 per ad next week -- the first increase in eight years by the

newspaper. The litigants seeking court actions typically pay for such ads, but the price increase has

spurred Chancery Court Clerk Lee Akers to consider shifting the notices to a smaller and cheaper

newspaper.

Akers said Thursday he has met with the publisher of the Hamilton County Herald to consider a

proposal to publish the legally required notices for court actions in the Herald. The Herald prints

about 3,500 copies each week, compared with the Times Free Press' audited daily circulation last

fall of 73,080 and a Sunday circulation of 101,355.

"We're reviewing our options, and I certainly want to talk with the Chancellors [Frank Brown and Jeff

Atherton] about it," Akers said Thursday. "Most of our filing and fees come out of the pockets of the

litigants and not the taxpayers, but we do want to try to control the cost of litigation."

Akers said the Times Free Press' widespread circulation helps ensure that more people get alerted

to pending actions. But Don Bona, the Little Rock, Ark.-based publisher of the Hamilton County

Herald, said since buying the Herald more than a decade ago, he has nearly tripled the number of

mailed copies sent out to 3,500 and expanded the size of the Herald.

"Our paper was been a legal newspaper since 1913 so we certainly consider it a good avenue for

these ads," Bona said.

Hamilton County Clerk Bill Knowles said he shifted some of the legal notices for County Commission

meetings to the Herald a couple of years ago to save money, although he still does some legal

advertising in the Times Free Press.

In 2006, the Tennessee attorney general ruled that the Hamilton County Herald did meet the legal

standard of being a newspaper of general circulation.

But Jason Taylor, president of the Times Free Press, said advertising in the Times Free Press

"better conforms with the intent of the law" to ensure that the public gets notice of pending actions

by the court or other elected officials.

"I remain convinced that a publication that only prints a few thousand copies is not adequate notice"

in a county of more than 340,000 people, Taylor said. "Our publication is widely distributed

throughout the county and region whereas other publications have only a few racks and their

readership is not audited or verified."

about Dave Flessner...
Dave Flessner is the business editor for the Times Free Press. A

journalist for 35 years, Dave has been business editor and projects

editor for the Chattanooga Times Free Press, city editor for The

Chattanooga Times, business and county reporter for the Chattanooga

Times, correspondent for the Lansing State Journal and Ingham County

News in Michigan, staff writer for the Hastings Daily Tribune in Nebraska,

and news director for WCBN-FM in Michigan. Dave, a native ...

related articles »

Feb. 17th, 2013  |  share  |  

Feb. 16th, 2013  |  share  |  

Feb. 16th, 2013  |  share  |  

Feb. 16th, 2013  |  share  |  

Feb. 16th, 2013  |  share  |  

videos »          photos »          e-edition »

advertisement

other tn valley news »

Signal Energy wins its biggest solar project

TVA committee meetings continue to be
closed

Erlanger reviews hours at Volkswagen day
care

Tax assistance program expands options
this year

Business Briefs: Answer Financial is hiring
115

top headlines »

top commented stories »

top emailed »

Find us on Facebook

Chattanooga Times Free Press

Like

32,894 people like Chattanooga Times Free Press.

Facebook social plugin

latest  local  business  sports  life  opinion  politics

sites:   right2know  mobile  community  obits  biz experts  edge  chattanooganow  get out  chatter  ideal health  dining out  chattagov

jobs homes cars shop classifieds

http://www.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/weather/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/mytfp/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/08/legal-notices-for-court-action-are-under/#share
http://www.timesfreepress.com/mailfriend/72/231450/d5321b5664/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/08/legal-notices-for-court-action-are-under/?print
http://www.timesfreepress.com/staff/dave-flessner/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/staff/dave-flessner/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/mailfriend/72/231450/d5321b5664/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/08/legal-notices-for-court-action-are-under/
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/08/legal-notices-for-court-action-are-under/&source=http://www.timesfreepress.com
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?l=3&u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/08/legal-notices-for-court-action-are-under/&c=From%20http://www.timesfreepress.com
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesfreepress.com%2Fnews%2F2013%2Ffeb%2F08%2Flegal-notices-for-court-action-are-under%2F&text=Legal%20notices%20for%20court%20action%20are%20under%20review%20%7C%20timesfreepress.com&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesfreepress.com%2Fnews%2F2013%2Ffeb%2F08%2Flegal-notices-for-court-action-are-under%2F
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesfreepress.com%2Fnews%2F2013%2Ffeb%2F08%2Flegal-notices-for-court-action-are-under%2F
http://www.timesfreepress.com/staff/dave-flessner/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/staff/dave-flessner/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/staff/dave-flessner/stories/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/social/favorites/favorite-staff-members/add/230/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/rss/authors/dave-flessner/
http://twitter.com/daveflessner
http://www.facebook.com/DavidFlessner
http://www.timesfreepress.com/rss/headlines/business/tnvalley/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/tnvalley/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/social/favorites/favorite-stories/add/231450/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/videos/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/photo/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/eedition/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/17/signal-energy-wins-its-biggest-solar/#share
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/16/meetings-closed/#share
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/16/erlanger-reviews-hours-at-day-care/#share
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/16/tax-assistance-program-expands-options/#share
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/16/answer-financial-is-hiring-115/#share
http://www.facebook.com/timesfreepress
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://www.facebook.com/timesfreepress
http://www.facebook.com/timesfreepress
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://www.facebook.com/stacey.k.sanders
http://www.facebook.com/linda.crawford.3956690
http://www.timesfreepress.com/videos/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/photo/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/eedition/
http://oascentral.timesfreepress.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tfp/news/biz/tnvalley/L21/1548180811/Middle/FreePress/MurMaidMattress_Is_Feb2013/MurMaidMattress_IS_Feb2013/53464f4b3256456a676d3441436e5655?x
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/17/signal-energy-wins-its-biggest-solar/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/16/meetings-closed/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/16/erlanger-reviews-hours-at-day-care/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/16/tax-assistance-program-expands-options/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/16/answer-financial-is-hiring-115/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/breakingnews/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/sports/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/entertainment/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/politics/
http://www.right2know.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/mobileinfo/
http://community.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/obits/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/business-experts/
http://www.meetsforbusiness.com/
http://www.chattanooganow.com/
http://www.getoutchattanooga.com/
http://www.chatterchattanooga.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/ideal-health/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/diningout/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/chattagov/
http://jobs.timesfreepress.com/
http://homes.timesfreepress.com/
http://cars.timesfreepress.com/
http://shop.timesfreepress.com/
http://classifieds.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/weather/
http://oascentral.timesfreepress.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tfp/news/biz/tnvalley/L21/1197076789/Top/FreePress/DynastySpas_LB_Feb2013/DynastySpas_LB_Feb2013/53464f4b3256456a676d3441436e5655?x


2/19/13 Legal notices for court action are under review |  timesfreepress.com

www.timesfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/08/legal-notices-for-court-action-are-under/ 2/2

Bo Watson shifts
gears on public
notices
Oct. 6th, 2011

NASHVILLE — A Hamilton

County lawmaker is

reassessing his

sponsorship of a

Chattanooga-backed bill

aimed at putting local

municipal and ...

Missing woman's
husband, Matthew
Palmgren, lists
home for sale
Sept. 2nd, 2011

The husband of a missing

Signal Mountain woman

has listed the couple’s

home for sale, according

to a recent real ...

No change for legal
notices
Feb. 19th, 2011

The Internet may have

fundamentally changed

the way many entities do

business, but that doesn't

mean it should be used ...

City pushes bill to
halt meeting ads,
legal notices in
newspaper
Feb. 18th, 2011

NASHVILLE — Acting at

Chattanooga Mayor Ron

Littlefield's request, two

Hamilton County

lawmakers have

introduced a bill that

would let ...
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