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Train control towers set to go up along rail lines
Thousands going up nationwide, 11 in Hall; structures stand 60 feet high

By Carly Sharec
csharec@gainesvilletimes.com
POSTED: December 26, 2014 8:20 p.m.

The new year likely will see a series of
train towers going up not only in Hall
County, but across the state and nation.

The positive train control towers are a
federal mandate via the Rail Safety
Improvement Act of 2008. The 11 towers
going up in Hall County are among a total
of 430 needed in Georgia, and thousands
across the country.

Information provided by the Federal
Communications Commission describes
positive train control as a “system
designed to prevent train-to-train
collisions, derailments caused by
excessive speeds, unauthorized train
movements in work zones and the
View Larger movement of trains through switches left in
the wrong position.”

Also, the National Transportation Safety Board has named this system as one of its “most-
wanted initiatives.”

“They have a pretty low profile,” explained Norfolk Southern spokesman Rick Harris. “They are
about 8 inches square at the bottom part, (and) about halfway up they actually pivot for
maintenance purposes so nobody ever has to climb to the top of these towers to do
maintenance.”

The towers stand at 60 feet tall, and are designed to have an antenna attached to the top to
transmit and receive railroad signals to trains.

Resembling flagpoles, the towers will be placed on railroad right-of-way property in locations
running up the railway basically from Flowery Branch through Oakwood and Gainesville, ending
in Lula. The exact locations, according to a public notice in the Dec. 11 issue of The Times, are:

e Near the intersection of McEver Road and Lanier Islands Parkway;

e Approximately 74 mile west from the end of Church Street in Flowery Branch;

e Approximately 2 mile southwest of the railroad and the HF Reed Industrial Park Connector
overpass;

e Around 450 feet northeast of the Main Street and railroad intersection in Oakwood;

e Approximately 7 mile northeast of the Tumbling Circle and railroad intersection in
Gainesville;

Around 100 feet east of the railroad and Queen City Parkway overpass in Gainesville;
Around 2/5 mile north of the Pine Valley and White Sulphur roads intersection;
Approximately 750 feet northeast of the White Sulphur and Cagle roads intersection;
Approximately 1.25 miles west of the Cagle Road and Ga. 23 intersection;

Around 100 feet west of the railroad and Main Street overpass in Lula.

The railroad companies, including Norfolk Southern, are footing the bill to not only install these
towers but develop the technology.

“The cost of this congressionally mandated program for the rail industry (is) more than $10 billion
before it’s all said and done,” Harris said. “Norfolk Southern has spent hundreds of millions of
dollars on the development and deployment of this technology.”

The rail industry has requested an extension to the Dec. 31, 2015, deadline.

“The deadline is impossible to attain because of the complexity and the enormity of the
installation,” Harris said. “There are a lot of technical and nontechnical challenges (that) make full
deployment by 2015 very challenging. This has all been outlined in an industry report about
progress on the implementation.

“We're optimistic and hopeful that we can achieve the extension of the deadline, but not having
that right now, we are working as hard as we can toward implementation.”

The public notice provides contact information for anyone who wants to provide comments on the
potential effects of the project on historic properties; that person is Angela Kappen with Golder
Associates, N27 W23960 Paul Road, Ste. 210, Pewaukee, WI 53072. Comments must be
received by Jan 10.

A ALERTS B8 E-MAIL & PRINT

Assisted Living Costs > X
12 Facilities Near You. Compare Pictures, Pricing, Options. >

COMMENTS

No comments have been posted.
Login to post a comment

http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/ encourages readers to interact with one another. We will not edit your
comments, but we reserve the right to delete any inappropriate responses.

To read more about our discussion philosophy, please see our complete guidelines.

To report offensive or inappropriate comments, contact our editor.

The comments below are from readers of http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/ and do not necessarily represent
the views of The Newspaper or Morris Multimedia.

Login now | Register for an account

LOCAL SPORTS LIFE & GET OUT

Flu season ravaging Teague scores 25 as ‘Swan Lake’ swoops into

nation, depleting Hawks down Grizzlies 96- Athens

student attendance 86 Human and puppet play on

Badge and Bar: Search has Syracuse edges Georgia Tech Avenue Q

cr:l;aaars]ed for missing Gainesville with late free throws, 46-45 Opera scenes ring through
Alabama signs ex-Georgia Piedmont

_Zn Iglo;gj:erom seized at home lineman Jonathan Taylor UkulEles add @ariie aleiat @

in ~u 'ng Georgia names Schottenheimer concert

3 N;)rrt]]lwe?sthleorg_;ljs srcI:jooI as new offensive coordinator Civil Rights leader MLK Jr. in

Systems to defay thursday No. 23 Arkansas rallies to edge spotlight

openings Georgia, 79-75

LOCAL VIDEO

D 4

Game Weekend
Cooper Changers Preview

Number One Technical College
in Georgia! Learn why.

ANIER s 770-531-6300

Coege. - Wwww.laniertech.edu

arier

ISLANDS

Discover the Difference!
CLICK HE

Cm—— -

I

——

TOP RECENT CONTENT

Articles Multimedia
Attorneys argue Gainesville men are rappers,
not drug dealers i

No clues found in intense search for missing
Hall man i

Families face financial burden caring for sick
children K

Wallenda aims to cross Tallulah Falls with great-
grandfather's image £

Replacing bridges may be Hall's next big project
(@

NATIONAL NEWS VIDEO

arier

ISLANDS

N - % —
U R ‘ -
> d -5

Book Your Fabulous Fall
Pontoon Package Today!
CLICK FOR MORE DETAILS

We've got history
in Gainesville!

Riyenside;

WE DELIVER!

Call today to make
your purchase!

935 Green Street *« Gainesville »= 30501
770.532.6253 * Fax: 770.532.659; J

arier

ISLANDS

CLICK HERE | DISCOVER

Salisbury, MD Residents Are "Rattled"

By New Website

Cur Biggest Event of The Year

@ TOYOTATHON /s

b ol o | gy )

TOYOTA

2350 Browns Bridge Rd, Gainesville « 855-201-7722

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TIMES CONTACT US
Phone: (770) 532-2222 Services:
Toll-free: (800) 395-5005 (in Georgia) Subscribe | Advertising | Customer Service | Delivery Issue | Back
Click here to subscribe Issues | Vacation Stop-Start | Staff Directory
News and Sports Submissions:
REGIONAL NEWS Send a press release | Contact News | Send a Letter to the Editor |
Contact Sports
fomythnews-com barrowcountynews.com Life and Get Out Submissions:
THE Contact Life | Anniversary PDF | Engagement PDF | Wedding PDF |
DawsonNews: T ouNewscom B.OC.kdale Submit Reunion | Submit Church Event | Submit Get Out Event
NEWS

neTHEPapern Online:

Archives | Contact Online Editor

SECTIONS

Local: Local, Obituaries, Business, Video, Viewpoint, Columnists, About us, Nation/world, Resources, times2go, Weather, Contests, Special projects
Sports: The Blitz: Prep football, High schools, Sports columnists, Pros, Colleges, Racing, Outdoors, National sports, Community sports, Contests
Life: Life top stories, Good news, Reunions, Columnists, Hometown religion, TV, Recipes, Lifestyles video, Rachael Ray, Relationships, Tech

Get Out: Get Out top stories, Calendars, Concert calendar, Nightlife, Area attractions, Movie reviews, Submit an event, Entertainment video

Contents of this site are © Copyright 2014 The Times, Gainesville, GA. All rights reserved. Privacy policy and Terms of service

Powered by

Mie
technology



http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/accounts/login/
http://community.gainesvilletimes.com/accounts/profile/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/accounts/register/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/contactuskb/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/buyanad/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/subscribe/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/syndication/
http://twitter.com/gtimesblitz
https://www.facebook.com/gainesvilletimes
http://northeastgeorgiamarketplace.com/section/jobs-105/
http://northeastgeorgiamarketplace.com/section/wheels-151/
http://northeastgeorgiamarketplace.com/section/homes-real-estate-137/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/7/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/8/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/9/
http://www.gonorthgeorgia.com/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/locallyowned/
http://www.northeastgeorgiamarketplace.com/
http://community.gainesvilletimes.com/
http://ads.gainesvilletimes.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=4168__zoneid=199__cb=664daf1ba5__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.truett.edu
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/section/6/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/GainesvilleTimes/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/75/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/multimedia
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/21/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106828/#
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/newsservices/
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/TOPSTORIES?SITE=GAGAI&SECTION=WEATHER
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/14/
http://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=1684
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/weather1/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/contests
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/301/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/300/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/28/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/116/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106828/#
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106828/#
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/213/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/29/
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/SPORTS?SITE=GAGAI&SECTION=WEATHER
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/175/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/256/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/199/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/84/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/110/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/86/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/85/
http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=gaines
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/125/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/lifestylesvideo/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/ndn/rachaelray/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/174/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/281/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/201/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106828/#
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/107/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/93/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/136/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/108/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/getout
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/258/
https://gainesvilletimes.morristechnology.com/billing/form/
http://www.forsythnews.com/
http://www.barrowcountynews.com/
http://www.dawsonnews.com/
http://www.covnews.com/
http://www.rockdalenews.com/
http://www.clickthepaper.com/
https://gainesvilletimes.morristechnology.com/billing/form/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/buyanad/
http://beta.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/contactuskb/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/delivery/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/backissues/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/vacation/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/contactus/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/sendapressrelease/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/contactnews/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/editorletter/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/contactsports/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/contactlife/
http://media.morristechnology.com/webmedia/regionalized/gainesville_times/pdf/anniversaryfillin.pdf
http://media.morristechnology.com/webmedia/regionalized/gainesville_times/pdf/engagementfillin.pdf
http://media.morristechnology.com/webmedia/regionalized/gainesville_times/pdf/weddingfillin.pdf
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/reunion/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/church/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/getout/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/archives/search
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/forms/onlineeditor/
http://ads.gainesvilletimes.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=4230__zoneid=203__cb=2d1edb5b8f__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.laniertech.edu%2F
http://ads.gainesvilletimes.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=4184__zoneid=201__cb=387f087516__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.miltonmartintoyota.com%2FSpecials-New.aspx
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/privacy/
http://ads.gainesvilletimes.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=4091__zoneid=198__cb=125cfe546c__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lakelanierislands.com%2F
http://ads.gainesvilletimes.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=4085__zoneid=201__cb=81ead4e825__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lakelanierislands.com%2Fpackages%2Ffabulous-fall-package
javascript:popup_printview('print.html');
javascript:popup_emailform('email.html');
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/alerts/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106998/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106998/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106967/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106967/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106974/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106974/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106986/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106986/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106973/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106973/
http://ads.gainesvilletimes.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=4088__zoneid=200__cb=68cf75c22c__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lakelanierislands.com%2Fpackages%2Ffabulous-fall-package
mailto:csharec@gainesvilletimes.com
javascript:void(0)
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0g9Qne6uVPbGMa3b0AGEmIDwCdio-fkDiMaF5dQBChABILCm1yBgyf6QiYikhBKgAYjrx9sDyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEoQFP0PWl2T3psgkfbRy3hVkQlPTr0ya7qvn6EiTD9TiYdL-hdeJu0takFNzjlquoKNRg78zp4_2HgBc_rtPUE_gzGArrzx5m07Ae8YQ83tzb8jCAJN-xZlVqEAc04SwQUHPQiiAgiCzpdiGjrMrdLKv0mB6Mu9HgDOsSHsGV2oKzv1ZiOtVArq7EluKYAVhaytCivM-Dje1aJseJMz0oIDRC5ogGAYAH4JS4JA&num=1&cid=5GjOOnnCQKKovK8Dpd0PGNyZ&sig=AOD64_21fbKvpmet-_vFlm2TM79QHvmoTA&client=ca-pub-5381273654322028&adurl=http://find.caring.com/assisted-living-facilities/costs%3Futm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_campaign%3DAL-Display-Assisted%2520Living%26utm_content%3DAL-Display-Assisted%2520Living-Housing%26utm_term%3Dassisted%2520living%2520housing%26matchtype%3D%26query%3D%26ad%3D57069195432%26network%3DContent%26sitetarget%3Dwww.gainesvilletimes.com
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0g9Qne6uVPbGMa3b0AGEmIDwCdio-fkDiMaF5dQBChABILCm1yBgyf6QiYikhBKgAYjrx9sDyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEoQFP0PWl2T3psgkfbRy3hVkQlPTr0ya7qvn6EiTD9TiYdL-hdeJu0takFNzjlquoKNRg78zp4_2HgBc_rtPUE_gzGArrzx5m07Ae8YQ83tzb8jCAJN-xZlVqEAc04SwQUHPQiiAgiCzpdiGjrMrdLKv0mB6Mu9HgDOsSHsGV2oKzv1ZiOtVArq7EluKYAVhaytCivM-Dje1aJseJMz0oIDRC5ogGAYAH4JS4JA&num=1&cid=5GjOOnnCQKKovK8Dpd0PGNyZ&sig=AOD64_21fbKvpmet-_vFlm2TM79QHvmoTA&client=ca-pub-5381273654322028&adurl=http://find.caring.com/assisted-living-facilities/costs%3Futm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_campaign%3DAL-Display-Assisted%2520Living%26utm_content%3DAL-Display-Assisted%2520Living-Housing%26utm_term%3Dassisted%2520living%2520housing%26matchtype%3D%26query%3D%26ad%3D57069195432%26network%3DContent%26sitetarget%3Dwww.gainesvilletimes.com
javascript:popup_printview('print.html');
javascript:popup_emailform('email.html');
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/alerts/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/postingguidelines/
mailto:abuse@gainesvilletimes.com
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/accounts/login/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/accounts/register/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/multimedia/2815/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/multimedia/2815/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/multimedia/2814/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/multimedia/2814/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/multimedia/2813/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/multimedia/2813/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/107060/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/107057/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/107052/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/107036/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/35/article/107055/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/37/article/107054/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/36/article/107033/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/36/article/107031/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/36/article/107023/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/201/article/107040/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/201/article/107041/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/201/article/107046/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/201/article/107047/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/201/article/107048/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/section/6/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/GainesvilleTimes/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/75/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/multimedia
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/21/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/6/article/106828/#
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/newsservices/
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/TOPSTORIES?SITE=GAGAI&SECTION=WEATHER
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/14/
http://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=1684
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/flat/weather1/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/contests
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/section/301/

