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Putting notices on websites alone won't serve the public interest
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Keep Public Notices In The Paper

1

In 1789, when the first Congress met, one of its acts was to order the secretary of state to "publish all bills,

orders, resolutions, and votes" in newspapers. The idea was simple: Use the press to keep the public fully

informed of government business.

What was true almost 225 years ago still holds today. The average person needs easy access to vital public

information. Newspapers still provide that.

But a bill making its way through the General Assembly would allow the posting of public notices on government

websites rather than in local daily newspapers. This curtailing of the average person's ability to know what the

government is doing is bad for the democratic process and should not be enacted.

Sign Up For Traffic Text Alerts

The reason similar proposals have popped up at the state Capitol

for the past decade is that they would likely save cities and towns

some money. Municipalities pay to have public notices put in

newspapers; using the town's website is seen as a way to avoid

those costs.

Information about foreclosures, the date and time of town

meetings, hearings on zoning applications, special elections and

other matters should be made available to the largest number of

people — and posting online doesn't accomplish that.

According to a 2012 poll by the National Newspaper Association,

71 percent of the public reads a community newspaper at least

once a week, and more than 60 percent say they "often" or "very

often" read public notices. Other surveys have shown that many

fewer people look at city or state websites frequently.

True, newspapers would lose income if public notices are

available only on the Internet, but the public would lose lots more:

accessible, independent, permanent, verifiable reports of their

government's business.

Towns can save money in ways that would not harm democracy.
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