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Norwich, Conn. —

Our View: Limiting public access isn’t good public policy

T he Bulletin
Posted Apr 22, 2013 @ 11:59 PM

There is a proposal quietly  working its way  through the General Assembly
that could, if enacted, further restrict the public’s right to know how its government operates.
The measure, supported by  Democrats who hold majorities in both chambers of the Legislature,
would redefine the open meetings requirement under the state’s Freedom of Information statute
so that elected officials holding “leadership” positions would be allowed to conduct closed-door
meetings for the purpose of “reaching a consensus” on issues.
Under current law, decisions must be made in public session. There are exemptions that allow
for discussions in executive session, but no votes can be taken outside the public’s v iew. This
new proposal would effectively  eliminate that requirement by  allowing public officials to freely
negotiate deals among themselves, without any  public notice of a meeting and out of v iew of the
public’s ey e.
The measure was approved by  every  Democratic member of the Legislature’s Government,
Administration and Elections Committee, and now moves forward for a vote in both chambers.
This is not good government, nor is it good public policy  to allow public officials to operate in
the dark, and without public input on controversial issues.
It is y et another example of a disturbing trend by  the General Assembly ’s Democratic majority
that has evolved in the past two y ears to limit and restrict the public’s right to know. It began
with Gov . Dannel P. Malloy ’s reorganization of the state’s watchdog agencies that has weakened
their independence and abilities to effectively  watch out for the public’s interest.
This latest effort to restrict the public’s right to know along with several others — such as
proposals that would limit the release of death certificate information — should be defeated.
It is an attack on the principles and the spirit of the state’s landmark Freedom of Information
Law and an insult to citizens who are deserv ing and entitled to more transparency  in
government, not less.
Public debate is the foundation on which good government is built.
That’s our opinion. We’d like to hear yours. Email us your thoughts at
letters@norwichbulletin.com
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