Secret agreement goes to court

Huron school
appeals Daily
Republic’s right
to see document

By CHRIS MUELLER
The Daily Republic

HURON — The Huron School
District is appealing to circuit court
to keep an agreement with an ex-
superintendent secret.

In March, a state hearing examin-
er ordered the district to provide
The Daily Republic with a copy of

the agreement. The district has
since filed a notice that it will
appeal the decision to Beadle
County Circuit Court.

The agreement between the dis-
trict and ex-superintendent Ross
Opsal resulted in payments to him
totaling nearly $175,000 while the
district also paid Opsal’s successor,
according to public financial infor-
mation obtained by The Daily
Republic. The newspaper seeks to
learn the reason for the payments
to Opsal, but the agreement will
apparently remain sealed through-
out the appeal process.

The Daily Republic first requested
a copy of the agreement in early

2012 after getting a tip that the dis-
trict was still paying an ex-superin-
tendent. The district and its lawyer
refused to release a copy of the
Opsal agreement but did acknowl-
edge payments to Opsal of
$10,916.51 per month since his
March 2011 resignation.

The payments stopped after 16
months and totaled $174,664,
according to the monthly payment
information obtained from the dis-
trict and compiled by The Daily
Republic.

At the time of his resignation,
Opsal and the district released a
public letter from him citing his

“personal health issues” as a reason

for his departure.

The Daily Republic wrote a story
in February 2012 detailing the pay-
ments and the district’s refusal to
speak further about the issue or
release a copy of the agreement.

Then, in July, a new state law
took effect clarifying that a superin-
tendent contract is a public record.
That change was sparked partly by a
controversy in Sioux Falls, where
the superintendent refused to
divulge her contract.

Citing the new law, The Daily
Republic made a new request in
September for the district’s agree-
ment with Opsal, but was once
again denied by the district. The

newspaper appealed that new
denial to the state Office of Hearing
Examiners, which is the office
assigned by state law to handle
open-records disputes. The OHE
found that the district’s agreement
with Opsal is a public record and
should be open to inspection, since
it was never declared closed or con-
fidential as a result of civil or crimi-
nal court proceedings and is not
classified as closed by any other law.

Calls to Rodney Freeman, the dis-
trict’s attorney, and Terry Nebelsick,
the district’s current superinten-
dent, made Wednesday by The
Daily Republic were not immediate-
ly returned.

Above: Gladys Beckman enjoys the
afternoon showing of the Shrine
Circus on Tuesday at the Mitchell
Corn Palace.

At right: Camels were among the
featured animals this year at the cir-
cus, which finished its last day of
shows Wednesday.
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Tribe to

tion’s economy.
Agriculture
Secretary
Tom Vilsack
told The
Argus Leader
that the
money will go
to a corpora-
tion of the
Lower Brule
Tribe to help

Downtown Clean-Up
Day scheduled Sunday

Mitchell Main Street and Beyond,
an organization that works to pro-
mote and preserve Mitchell’s down-
town district, is holding Downtown
Clean-Up Day from noon to 5 p.m.
on Sunday.

Centers in Aberdeen, Watertown,
Mitchell, Sioux Falls and Pierre.

ordered to report to the U.S.
Marshal’s Service on May 21.

The training is geared toward man-
agers of Farmers Markets and other
professionals. Topics covered will
include recent state and national leg-
islation pertaining to food safety, pro-
duction and handling practices,
third-party safety certification and
developing a farm food safety plan.

This case was investigated by U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Law Enforcement

Services.

SD man pleads guilty to
pulling shotgun on trooper

marketplace.

exist before and isn't as
robust as it could be,”

S
VILSACK

overcome disadvantages its
farm enterprise faces in the

“This is consistent with

our efforts to focus on areas
of high and persistent pover-
ty. Our hope is this farm cor-
poration will create a few
jobs and a market that didn’'t

get $300K

matching grant for
popcorn business

LOWER BRULE (AP) —
A South Dakota tribe will
receive $300,000 in federal
money to promote the sales
of its popcorn as part of an
attempt to boost the reserva-

The grant is one of 110
awards totaling $16.9 million
the USDA is issuing as part
of its annual value-added
producer grant program.

Popcorn makes up about
15 percent of the harvest
from a series
of Lower
Brule farms
on tribal land.
The tribe
packages the
popcorn at a

plant in
- Lower Brule,
JANDREAU and annual
yield is about
13 million pounds.

Lower Brule tribal chair-
man Michael Jandreau said
the growth is encouraging,
but the tribe is a relatively
inexperienced business try-
ing to establish its brand on
equal footing with competi-
tors.

“It’s been a struggle and
continues to be a struggle,”

Downtown Clean-up Day provides
an opportunity to ready downtown
Mitchell for summer. New projects
this year include two upper-story
clean-up efforts to prepare for living
spaces.

In addition, volunteers will do light
clean-up, which includes painting,
window washing, sweeping, debris
removal from property and paint
removal.

Volunteers should meet at 11:45
a.m. Sunday at the corner of Third
Avenue and Main Street

— Source: Mitchell Main Street
and Beyond

SDSU Extension offers food

safety training this month

BROOKINGS (AP) — South
Dakota State University’s Extension
is offering food safety training for
growers of fresh fruit and
vegetables later this month
at several locations across
the state.

The training will be May
23 from 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
CDT and 12:30 p.m. to 4
pm. MDT.

The training will be held at
the West River Agricultural
Center in Rapid City and
available via closed-circuit
TV at Extension Regional

session of a firearm.

this week and is
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CINEMAS
209 North Lawler St. * Mitchell
BARGAIN SHOWINGS LISTED IN (),
ALL AGES ONLY $5.50 ($8 For 3-D).
CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED. SORRY, NO CHECKS
$2.50 SURCHARGE ON 3-D MOVIES

REGULAR ENGAGEMENT STARTS
FRIDAY in 3D at (4:00), 7:00 & 9:40,
FRIDAY in 2D at (4:10), 7:10 & 9:45.

Sorry, No Passes.

Times good Thursday, May 2 only.
“THE CROODS” rc
Today in 2D at (4:20).

Today in 3D at 7:10.

ENDS “OBLIVION" ez
Today at (4:00), 7:05 & 9:45.

“We want to
make you a

» 42" po13
loan Me= Today at (4:10), 7:00 & 9:40.
Call Today
=1

Soiry, No Passes.
We lend out $100-$3000

“G.l. JOE: RETALIATION"
Today in 2D at (4:15). ™"
Today in 3D at 7:15.
“BIG WEDDING" =
B2l Today at (4:30), 7:20 & 9:25.
S TARTS] “QUARTET" rea
Wl New Acclaimed Comedy Hit!

24 Hr. Movie Information 996-5444
www.MitchellMovies.com

(=1

Gentry Finance
406 N. Main
Mitchell, SD
995-0400

Fri. & Sat. May 3-4
10am-5:30pm

In Store Specials

Yard Art * Planters
Arbors ¢ Trellis ® Signs
Mother’s Day Gifts
Home Decor
Many New Items Door Prizes

oor Prizes 990-4550“&' |

Hunting guide sentenced

on federal gun charge
By The Associated Press

A McLaughlin hunting guide has
been sentenced to six months in fed-
eral prison for being a felon in pos-

The U.S. Attorney’s Office says 52-
year-old Jess Porras was providing
guiding services to a group of
hunters from Minnesota in
December. After a member of the
hunting party missed several shots at
a deer, Porras grabbed the hunter’s
rifle and shot the deer.

Porras had previously been convict-
ed of a felony and was prohibited
from possessing firearms.

He was sentenced

Draw For 10-25% OFF any One Item

ABERDEEN (AP) — A man who
pointed an unloaded shotgun at a
South Dakota Highway Patrol trooper
has pleaded guilty to an aggravated
assault charge.

Authorities accused Randall
Jungwirth of pulling the shotgun on
a trooper who was checking on
Jungwirth’s stopped vehicle on a
Spink County road last November,
and pulling the trigger twice before
fleeing on foot.

Jungwirth was found the following
day hiding in an abandoned mobile
home near Ashton.

The American News reports that
Jungwirth faces up to 25 years in
prison when he is sentenced June 11
on the charge of aggravated assault
of a law enforcer. In exchange for his
guilty plea, prosecutors dropped a
felony drunken driving charge.

Mother’s Day Sale at James
¢ Valley Community Center

300 W. 1st, Mitchell SD

" May 4th - 9AM-4PM

Sue Bannwarth’s Canned Goods for Mom Including:
Pickles - Jams - Goodies

Call 770:6247

R001902450

Friday &
Saturday

- 314 N Main « 605—996—3721
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www]ltt]eredhenofmnchell com
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New Homes
Pole Buildings
Remodeling - Shingles

Brad Thompson, Owner
605-999-7248 - Mitchell SD
“Where Quality and Perfection Come Standard”
Insured Free Estimates
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THE FAMILY OF
BONNIE ROSE LARSON

Would like to thank the employees at County
Fair for their concern and care at a time when
she really needed help. A special thank you goes
to the very special employee of County Fair who
successfully performed CPR in the parking lot.
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Lewis and Bonnie Rose Larson and family
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Jandreau said.

“You have years and years
of marketing on the part of
most of them. If you don’t
have that skill built in, it’s an
uphill climb. We have a won-
derful product.

“Hopefully, these dollars
will help us move the
process along.”

Vilsack said in a phone inter-
view Tuesday from
Washington, D.C.

The money is part of a
matching grant. The tribe
will put up $310,000 of its
own cash to commit a total
of $610,000 toward market-
ing its Lakota Foods pop-
corn.

SUITS PANTS &
J Clean and Press. . . . 5.9 skiRrTs..... $2.9
NO LIMIT CLEAN AND PRESS

Excludes pleated skirts

Coupon must accompany cleaning .
Open 7 days a week _ 9th & Main I
Laundromat Open 24 Hours Expires May 15th, 2013

R001885997
L------------‘

Sal’s Drive Inn

NEW HOURS
Tuesday-Sunday 11:30-? CLOSED MONDAYS

248-2292 * Main Street ¢ Letcher

R001903696

\nsi0e “Call if in @ Hurry” B’°Clste d
Seo\\“ icken
WEEKEND SPECIAL
INDIAN $ STRAWBERRY
TACO 6 SHERBET
W/DRINK

for Mobile Alerts...delivered to your cell

Go to www.mitchellrepublic.com and click on our Mobile Alerts feature,
Enter your mobile number for mobile alerts from The Daily Republic. For a
description of our program, send a text message with the keyword HELP to 37298, /<
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Carpet Cleaning
Furniture & Upholstery
Stain Removal
Carpet Protectant
AII customers who use any Pet Stain & Odor Control
cleaning services in May will be
eligible for a $100 drawing! Tile & Grout
& Alli Hoh P q .
THoRe Comifion om0 Residential & Commercial

Technicians

16 years experience
Locally Owned
Serving Mitchell and

surroundi;; area (60 mile radius) speciaIS!
HOW s ey

Free Local Estimates! 60 5_ 99 6 _ R U G S MITCHELL, SD

R001904425




