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“When a man tells you that he got rich 
through hard work, ask him: ‘Whose?’”

— Don Marquis

/MichiganPressAssociation

@MichiganPress

Continued on Page 4

NO PUBLIC NOTICE IN NEWSPAPERS BY 2025?

Print and digital assets can yield revenue growth

“Public Notice Reform” Approved 8-4; Government Control of What You Know Moves a Step Closer

The House Local Government Commit-
tee approved legislation (House Bill 

5560) this morning that would allow gov-
ernment websites to be the sole repository 
for public notices across the state.

The legislation now heads to the full 
House of Representatives for consideration 
during the next nine days of “Lame Duck.” 
If this bill becomes law, a 
phase out of newspaper notice 
will begin with the maximum 
required number of public 
notices for any government 
actions set at two insertions. 
In 2019 that number will drop 
to one. According to the legis-
lation, by 2025 NO PUBLIC 
NOTICE IN NEWSPAPERS 

will be required by state law and will only 
be necessary on governmental websites.

“While we knew that anything was possi-
ble during Lame Duck, we and many House 
Local Government Committee members 
were just plain puzzled why the chair (Rep. 
Amanda Price - R Holland) took up the 
bill today,” said MPA Executive Director 

Mike MacLaren. “Conversa-
tions Lisa (MPA Public Af-
fairs Manager Lisa McGraw) 
and I had with committee 
members in the House lobby 
yesterday had us thinking it 
was a strong possibility that 
the chair might even pull the 
bill from the calendar.”

The committee released 

a draft of the bill last night that, among 
other things:
��Eliminated the requirement that news-

papers contain at least 25 percent news 
and editorial content per issue

��Eliminated the requirement that news-
papers be published entirely in the 
English language

��Eliminated the requirement that free-
circulation publications be circulated 
without interruption for at least two 
years in order to be eligible to run pub-
lic notices.

“To me, this legislature is sending a clear 
message to the local newspapers of this 
state: don’t confuse us with the facts when it 
comes to public notice and taxpayer trans-

2015 MPA Annual Convention will highlight options

Across the U.S., Small- to Medium-Sized 
Businesses are at a crossroads when 

choosing the correct marketing mix for 
their digital ad dollars. Simply, there are too 
many options and not enough time to make 
sense of it all. SMBs 
across Michigan are no 
different. They’re seek-
ing cost-efficient ways 
to build their brand, 
earn social respect, gen-
erate profits, and have a 
trusted partner imple-
ment it for them.

Marketing budgets 
are up nearly 20 per-

cent in the last year, Digital Ad Spending 
now comprises more than 25 percent of lo-
cal advertising budgets, and more than 80 
percent of socially-active SMBs expect to 
increase or maintain their social marketing 

presence. Further, lo-
cal search revenues are 
expected to reach $7.2 
billion in 2015, up from 
$7.1 billion in 2014.

For newspapers, it’s 
never been more impor-
tant to have a diversified 
portfolio of digital solu-
tions to earn a share of 
the SMB budget. From 

online banners, pre-roll video and native 
advertising, to search, social, e-mail market-
ing and mobile, newspapers have a huge op-
portunity to leverage their brand in getting 
the business. Equally important, today’s 
digital landscape also requires sales special-
ists to approach prospecting in a whole new 
way. They’ve got to be socially connected to 
be socially accepted. 

Michigan Press Association is formulat-
ing plans to bring options for print and dig-
ital marketing solutions to the 2015 Annual 
Convention in Grand Rapids. For detail, 
contact Mike MacLaren at 517-372-2424 or 
mike@michiganpress.org. 
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Uploading PDFs
to Newz Group

gives you a free,
digital backup

Uploading your PDFs to Newz Group 
gives you a free, searchable digital 
backup of your newspaper, and it helps 
strengthen MPA’s public notice website.

For simple instructions on sending 
your content to Newz Group, contact 
Roselie at MPA, 517-372-2424 or roselie@
michiganpress.org.

parency,” MacLaren said. “They’re saying 
they can predict the future, that technology 
will evolve the way they think it will and 
take it on faith that there will be significant 
cost savings in allowing government to con-
trol this vital information. I’ve yet to see 
ONE piece of legitimate evidence that says 
this will save government one cent. And 
when I see that some municipalities spend 
less than seventeen-hundredths-of-a percent 
of their budget on these notices, I begin to 
wonder what the real motivation is for this 
legislation.” 

MacLaren suggested MPA members visit 
www.controlofwhatyouknow.org to set the 
record straight on public notices in Michi-
gan. 

The members of the Michigan Press As-
sociation need to use the opportunity of 
the two week legislative break to reach out 
to their state representatives and convey the 
message that this is bad public policy. This 
bill would eliminate any third party verifi-

cation of what government is doing. Hiding 
things from the citizens of our state will 
become easier due to the lack of oversight. 

We urge you to contact your state repre-
sentative and tell them to vote NO on HB 
5560. We also urge you to editorialize about 
this issue in the next two weeks (we will 
be sending a suggested editorial in the next 
day or so) and we ask that you talk to your 
local government officials to see if this is 
what they really want.

Please use the talking points and other 
materials MPA has put together for you in 
the public notice kit you received earlier 
this year (bright yellow folder) as you com-
municate with others. You can also find the 
contents of this package at www.controlof-
whatyouknow.org.

Please call either Mike MacLaren or Lisa 
McGraw at 517-372-2424 or email mike@
michiganpress.org or lisa@michiganpress.
org to let them know where your Represen-
tative stands on this issue. 
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Government has the power to force citizens from their homes and decide where to locate hazardous 
facilities. It has the power to confiscate your property or throw you in jail.

That’s a lot of power.

It’s trying to get more.

Your government claims it can save money by posting notices about tax increases, property seizure and new 

spending on its website. That seems well-intentioned. But doing that creates a system where government is in 
control of what you know. And there are plenty of other ways they can save money without putting taxpayer rights 

at risk.   

Right now your newspaper prints these notices on pages independent of government control. Their pages can’t 

be “hacked,” disappear during a power outage or quietly updated to hide a mistake. These newspaper pages prove 

beyond the shadow of a doubt what government did, when it did it, how it did it and where citizens can learn more 

about the matter. They are proof-positive legal documents. They protect your rights.

Government websites put government in control of what we know. Citizens need an independent check and balance 

on the government that’s supposed to serve them. Public notices in newspapers provide that.
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KEEP PUBLIC NOTICES WHERE THE PUBLIC NOTICES: 

IN NEWSPAPERS
*To learn more, visit www.controlofwhatyouknow.org

Y:\Data\MPA\LEGIS\GCOWYK Kit Final Files



- TALKING POINTS -
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dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�KE��ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĂůůŽǁ�ůŽĐĂů�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƉŽƐƚ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƐĞŝǌƵƌĞƐ͕�ǌŽŶŝŶŐ�
ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĂǆ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞƐ�ŽŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞƐ͘�,ĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�ǁŚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�Ă�ďĂĚ�ŝĚĞĂ͗

1. EĞĂƌůǇ�dtK�d,/Z�^�ŽĨ�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�ŽƉƉŽƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂ�ŽĨ�ůĞƫŶŐ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƉŽƐƚ�ůĞŐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ͘�
^Ž�ĚŽĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ���ZW͕ �dĞĂŵƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů͘

2. ZĞůǇŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ�ĂůŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ĚŝƐĞŶĨƌĂŶĐŚŝƐĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�;ůŝŬĞ�ĞůĚĞƌůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽǁĞƌ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞͿ�
ǁŚŽ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘

3. 'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ƐĂǇ�ƌĞŵŽǀŝŶŐ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌƐ�ƐĂǀĞƐ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĮƌĞ�
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘��Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĨĂŝů�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ŵŝŶŝƐĐƵůĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ�ďƵĚŐĞƚƐ͘�/Ŷ�ŽŶĞ�
ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƚǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƉĂǇƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ďĂƐĞďĂůů�ƵŵƉŝƌĞƐ�;Ψϱ͕ϱϬϬͿ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�;ΨϮ͕ϲϮϮ͘ϭϭͿ. In 
ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͕ �Ă�ĐŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�Ψϰ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ�ƉĂǇƐ�ΨϲϴϬ�Ͳ�͘ϬϬϬϭϳ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ�Ͳ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ �dŚĞƐĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ǇĞƚ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŽǁ��Ez�ǀĞƌŝĮĂďůĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞƚ�ĐŽƐƚ�ƐĂǀŝŶŐƐ�ŽŶ�ƐƵĐŚ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ůŽŽŬ�Ăƚ�
ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞŐĂů�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ůŝďƌĂƌǇ͘��Ƶƚ�Ă�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�tŝƐĐŽŶƐŝŶ�ƐŚŽǁĞĚ�ϴϵй�ŽĨ�
ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ůŝďƌĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ŶĞǁƐ�Žƌ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ůŽĐĂů�Žƌ�
ƐƚĂƚĞ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͘

ϰ͘� <ĞĞƉŝŶŐ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌƐ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚƐ�ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͘�,ĂǀŝŶŐ�Ă�ƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵďůŝĐůǇͲĐŝƌĐƵůĂƚĞĚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�
ŽĨ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ƉƌŽǀĞƐ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ�Ă�ƐŚĂĚŽǁ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚŽƵďƚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ĨŽƌŵĂů�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĚŝĚ�Žƌ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ƚĂŬĞ͘�
tĞďƐŝƚĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŚĂĐŬĞĚ�;EĞǁ�:ĞƌƐĞǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ��ĞĨĞŶƐĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͕�E�^��Y�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ĐŽƵƌƚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐͿ͘

5. EĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌƐ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ŽĨ�ůŽĐĂů�ŶĞǁƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ͘��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϭ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ďǇ��W/�Ͳ
DZ�͕�ϰϵй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƉŽůůĞĚ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŬŝŶĚ�ŽĨ�ŶĞǁƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ�ĂƐ�ŽƉƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ϯй�ǁŚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŝƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘�dŚĞ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐŚŽǁĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ϳϬй�ŽĨ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�ƌĂƌĞůǇ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�Ă�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͘�EĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�
ƚŚŝƌĚͲƉĂƌƚǇ�ǀĞƌŝĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞůƉƐ�ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞ�ĚƵĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�Ă�ƚƌĂŶƐƉĂƌĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ͘

ϲ͘� WƵďůŝĐ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ĚĞĂů�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ�ĂīĞĐƟŶŐ�ŚŽŵĞ�ǀĂůƵĞƐ͕�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĂƐƐŝŐŶŵĞŶƚƐ�Žƌ�ĨĞĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�Žƌ�ƐŵĂůů�
ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ůĞŐĂů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͘�WƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŽŶ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚͲƌƵŶ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚŽŽƌ�ƚŽ�ůĞŐĂů�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ƉƌŽǀĞ�͞ďĞǇŽŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚĂĚŽǁ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚŽƵďƚ͟�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ƌĂŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ŶŽƟĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ��Ez�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�Žƌ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ�ĐƌĂƐŚŝŶŐ͘�WĞŽƉůĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ůŽƐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚŽŵĞƐ�Žƌ�ŐĞƚ�Ă�ƚĂǆ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƐĂǀĞ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ďǇ�ƉŽƐƟŶŐ�Ă�ŶŽƟĐĞ�ŽŶ�Ă�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚͲƌƵŶ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͘�
EĞǁƐͲŽŶͲƉĂƉĞƌ�ŶŽƟĐĞ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ƉƌŽŽĨ�ŽĨ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

7. DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ�ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌƐ�Ͳ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ϴϳй�ŽĨ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ�ƌĞĂĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ƐĞǀĞŶͲĚĂǇ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�Ͳ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ͕�
ĂƵƚŚĞŶƟĐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ŽĨ�ůĞŐĂů�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ďǇ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀĞ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ�Ă�ƐŚĂĚŽǁ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚŽƵďƚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ͘�

;EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ͕ �ϮϬϭϰ͗�^ŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĨĂĐƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŽƌƐͿ

Promoting Press Freedom Since 1868.
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