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Sewer authority closer to system sale or lease
BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK Published: December 2, 2015

ARTICLE TOOLS A plan to sell, lease or hire a private manager for the sewer system th’at serves _

Scranton and Dunmore and use the money raised to shore up the city’s

FONT size: [AT[A] [A] finances is almost done. g:;ﬁ?;?s n:FH:ﬁAD\'-m-ASSEMBI.E

n u E m E 12 The Scranton Sewer Authority is negotiating with two large utilities of the
four that submitted proposals, and tentatively plans a public hearing Tuesday
OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS I ; I i at 1 p.m. at Marywood University to discuss it, authority board member Stu

Renda said.

SIGN UP TEXT ALERTS | NEWSLETTER “We’re in (the) final and best offer (stage),” Mr. Renda said.

The companies that submitted proposals in May were American Water of

Voorhees, New Jersey, parent firm of Pennsylvania-American Water Co.; SIS
e A Aqua America Inc. of Bryn Mawr; United Water of Harrington Park, New U.S, Ondy. Online Only.

¢ Police: Teen who stole money from
bar identified

o L[EIP Scranton council honors former
member McGoff

« e Scranton Brass Orchestra opens

Jersey; and Veolia North America of Holden, West Virginia.

More saving. More doing:

Executive Director Eugene Barrett confirmed American Water and Aqua
America are the finalists.

year “I think they’re close to a conclusion,” Mr. Barrett said.
¢ Third annual Splashin' with
Compassion fundraiser scheduled Two sources familiar with the negotiations, who spoke only if they weren’t
* Scranton girl swims with dolphins ona | identified, said American Water has the better proposal.
wish
e COLTS buses to begin operating from | Mr. Barrett said he expects the authority’s final choice to be a focus of the
new depot today public hearing, but said whether the deal involves a sale, lease or management
e General Dynamics lands defense privatization is still under negotiation.

contract to upgrade tanks
Efforts to reach authority board Chairman T.J. Stone were unsuccessful
Tuesday.

Mayor Bill Courtright said the authority is handling direct negotiations, and he hasn’t spoken to anyone at the authority for a
couple of weeks about where things stand. Mr. Courtright hasn’t expressed a preference for a sale, lease or private
management deal.

“For me personally, whatever is the best deal for the city is what I’'m in favor of,” he said.

Whatever the deal, it is considered a key piece of Mr. Courtright’s hopes to straighten out the city’s finances, especially its
woefully underfunded pension plans. Under a plan drafted in 2014, by the city’s financial consultant, Henry Amoroso, the
city could net $20 million from a sale of the sewer system after paying off authority debt, other expenses and paying a share
of the sale price to Dunmore. That would save the city about $1.5 million a year on required annual payments to its police
and fire pension plans.

$25 for Two Timbers Buffets (up to $50
value) & $20 in Free Slot Play at Mohegan

SAVE TODAY

64%
$250nly

One factor certain to play heavily in a final deal is what happens to sewer rates.

Michael McHale, Dunmore’s lone representative on the board, said authority board members are paying close attention to

rates. Mohegan Sun Pocono
“The first goal of our board is to keep our taxpayers in mind and keep the rates as low as possible,” Mr. McHale said. { VIEW HERE
Formed in 1968, the sewer authority built the system that collects sewage from more than 30,000 customers in Scranton and Powered by The Times Tribune and ReferLocal

Dunmore. A five-member board — four people from Scranton, one from Dunmore, all appointed by their respective
governments — oversees the authority’s operations.

Give the gify
ONLY 349 FUH A *

The authority’s sewage treatment plant in South Scranton can treat up to 20 million gallons of sewage a day collected by
more than 275 miles of sewers.

Whatever happens, the new owner, lessee or manager of the sewer system will have the long-term job of reducing the F ULL YEAH
amount of sewage overflow into the Lackawanna River that happens during heavy rains, a requirement of a 2013 consent You g ol

agreement between the authority and the federal Environmental Protection Agency.
SMARTPHONE APPS

Regardless of who owns the authority, the task is expected to cost up to $140 million over the next 25 years and result in
substantial rate increases, authority officials said.

" - autiory VIDEO
Though city officials want a deal because the city needs the money, the authority wants a deal to provide the management
expertise to carry out the project.
Contact the writer:
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Mike
How can they be close to a deal if they don't even know if they want to sell, lease, etc.?
Secondly, you'd think Mr. Courtright would be heavily involved! He hasn't talked to anyone on
the Board in weeks over a deal that could make or break the City??? | guess he's too busy
fighting fires in Pinebrook!

2 Share »

a month ago

TDOFBISIZWDF4KT - a month ago
Which of the two finalists will raise our rates the least?
2 Share »

timharding2
"Though city officials want a deal because the city needs the money, the

authority wants a deal to provide the management expertise to carry out

the project." The sewer authority wants the new management to provide the expertise to reduce
the output of sewage. I'd like to know how the sewer authority has the expertise to negotiate
this sale......

2 Share »

a month ago

ali927 ~ timharding?2
@ What impact will this deal have on the rates charged to it's customers?
2 Share »

a month ago

timharding2 - 21927
«mm.  That will depend on which utility is awarded the lease or the sale, and if the
current sewer authority is able to negotiate a clause to keep rates low.
Share »

a month ago

fredupvoter
Will the deal include language to keep all existing employees on the payroll, even if they lack the
knowledge to perform their jobs?

1 Share »

a month ago

Redbeauty
We should all say a prayer that PA-Amercian Water Co's proposal fails. If they get it, all their
rate payers, pursuant to PA state law, will be forced to pay for the Scranton-Dunmore Sewer
Authority's lack of compliance with a host of federal and state laws. During heavy rain storms or
snow melts, the sewer authority discharges raw sewage into the Lackawanna River.
(Approximately 20 times per year) Now every one of PAWC's customers can pay for this long
ignored problem even as Scranton's mayor runs off with the purchase money from the sewer
authority purchase. That purchase money-or at least half of it, should be put toward these long
ignored problems rather than given to the city of Scranton. Fairness and justice demands
nothing less.

1 Share »

a month ago

BOOWAH
is there a difference? A thousand dollar yearly increase in our Property Tax or a thousand dollar
yearly increase in our sewer bills?

1 Share »

a month ago

=
=

ntraducing the

= HP Spectre x360

.

B Windows 10

5 comments - 52 minutes ago

REALESTATES70

3 Jessup

2 Scranton - North
1 Avoca

1 Clarks Summit
2 DUNMORE

More ton homes

« Raising minimum wage makes business

sense

Officeholders attack government service

improvement

« [EDF Scranton council honors former

member McGoff

In surprise move, Commissioner

Cummings named vice chairwoman

School health savings pegged at $200M

New farmers market starts next week

« LCEIP Warm temps set new records for
December

CARSS570

2008 Chevy Impala LT
2013 Hyundai Sonata
00 Chevy Cars

nnn

More top autos

CLICK FOR REBATES UP TO

$4,300

for air sealing, insulation and
other recommended upgrades
in time for winter.

/ Peih

@

HOME
NEWS | SPORTS | LIFESTYLES | BUSINESS | OPINION | CONTACT | JOBS | CLASSIFIEDS | MARKETPLACE | OBITUARIES | HOME DELIVERY | PLACE AN AD | FIND SCRANTON
JOBS

NEWS SERVICES: RSS | SEARCH ARCHIVES | NEWS ALERTS | WEATHER ALERTS | ADVERTISE | SITE MAP | HELP | WORK HERE

http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178


https://disqus.com/home/forums/times-tribune/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_2FHvzCwAjn/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2388792286
https://disqus.com/by/tdofbi5izwdf4kt/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2388683516
https://disqus.com/by/timharding2/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2388588141
https://disqus.com/by/ali927/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2388655823
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2388588141
https://disqus.com/by/timharding2/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2390505558
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2388655823
https://disqus.com/by/fredupvoter/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2389257681
https://disqus.com/by/Redbeauty/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2389190778
https://disqus.com/by/BOOWAH/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/sewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178#comment-2388849917
https://disqus.com/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=times-tribune&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_2FHvzCwAjn/
https://disqus.com/by/tdofbi5izwdf4kt/
https://disqus.com/by/timharding2/
https://disqus.com/by/ali927/
https://disqus.com/by/timharding2/
https://disqus.com/by/fredupvoter/
https://disqus.com/by/Redbeauty/
https://disqus.com/by/BOOWAH/
http://realestate.the570.com/?AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81878503&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81869789&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81878118&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81877246&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81878728&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?items=all&header=true&AR=ST
http://cars.the570.com/?AR=ST
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81875937&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81857891&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81878697&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=81875770&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?items=all&header=true&AR=ST
http://thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/raising-minimum-wage-makes-business-sense-1.1990332
http://thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/officeholders-attack-government-service-improvement-1.1990320
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-council-honors-former-member-mcgoff-1.1990811
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/in-surprise-move-commissioner-cummings-named-vice-chairwoman-1.1990801
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/school-health-savings-pegged-at-200m-1.1990759
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/new-farmers-market-starts-next-week-1.1990265
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/warm-temps-set-new-records-for-december-1.1990814
https://secure-nym.adnxs.com/click?uB6F61G4-j-4HoXrUbj6PwAAAAAAACRAAAAAAAAA_D8AAAAAAAD8P3bE6QaimcYFzSptyqUkIAc9yYpWAAAAAEchAAC1AAAAjAkAAAIAAACFe1YC0WMAAAAAAQBVU0QAVVNEACwB-gAl2QAAOe8BAgUAAQAAAAAAjR4mkQAAAAA./cnd=%21kAayPQiY6bkFEIX32RIY0ccBIAA./referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fthetimes-tribune.com%2Fnews%2Fsewer-authority-closer-to-system-sale-or-lease-1.1978178/clickenc=http%3A%2F%2Fadclick.g.doubleclick.net%2Faclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCxDrkPMmKVujaJoeHhASb16PID_HHsNkFoef1tqMBwI23ARABIABgyf6QiYikhBKCARdjYS1wdWItMTY4ODI0NTM2MDMzOTI2MsgBCeACAKgDAaoE8gFP0FkaMXgs7We3l7dYA3nDN7_I1jw2QV1xiZUUbGHJm5PJTi9mdug8X_-qRWkpJelV1D5gNSsWyohipN9U2RbTYXpnWdu82B27boCUijR3hwjEKZRgRHv5CTNuO3_r2q9J1PM-IxNc47n-xVWQs19SgA100zYHbtRPr_J8223ApjdOS-3kpQDoW6wdc1WFkHsUrOsbu776zpPsXxm4xtjiomj0fWofvqsEDq47gt06MMS_qiTUXe1t3nDVQqqExIGvhao0bbxoc68kZZoUq-USeXvOCfHsXmecg-3Zr0f8N0Zeixxb6zzCRk7S9hG1WGpxtOAEAYAGxoaP6uqexIyUAaAGIdgHAA%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_3sSvQ2tYwlK8rX7uyj9Qz1G6F8pA%26client%3Dca-pub-1688245360339262%26adurl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhomeenergysavings.delmarva.com%252Fhome-performance-with-energy-star-program
http://www.thedailyreview.com/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news
http://thetimes-tribune.com/sports
http://thetimes-tribune.com/lifestyles
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/business
http://thetimes-tribune.com/opinion
http://thetimes-tribune.com/contact
http://jobs.the570.com/?AR=ST
http://classifieds.the570.com/?AR=ST
http://ads.thetimes-tribune.com/
http://www.legacy.com/TheTimes-Tribune/Obituaries.asp
http://thetimes-tribune.com/subscribe
https://classadz.vdata.com/Classifieds570/UserType.aspx?region=ST
http://jobsearch.local-jobs.monster.com/Search.aspx?wt.mc_n=hjnpsearch&ch=scrantontimes&q=&where=Scranton&re=130&cy=us&brd=1
http://thetimes-tribune.com/rss/
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/timesshamrock/advancedsearch.html
http://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=1372
http://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=1372
http://timesshamrock.com/?page_id=39
http://thetimes-tribune.com/site_map/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/customer_service/
http://timesshamrock.com/?cat=3

