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A Mill Valley taxpayer’s quest for a court ruling on whether the county violated state law in its approval

of employee enhancements more than a decade ago was opposed with taxpayer dollars.

The county supervisors allowed county staff to spend up to $50,000 to contest David Brown’s lawsuit.
His suit seeks a court ruling to bring clarity to the legal fuzziness surrounding approval of pension

increases that are now a driving factor in local tax increases and cuts in public services.

The county went a step too far, however, including a chilling demand that Brown pay its legal fees. It

turned a quest regarding public policy into a legal poker game.

On Thursday, Brown, who had been representing himself, announced that he could not afford to

proceed with his complaint.

Last year’s grand jury found the county, the city of San Rafael and the Novato and Southern Marin fire
districts may have violated state law that requires greater public notification about the long-term
taxpayer cost before approval of pension increases.

In the county’s response, the board said its process did not “fully comply” with the state law.
Pretty fuzzy.
We hope that’s not the threshold county officials use for enforcing traffic laws or building codes.

Brown’s lawsuit said the county’s response was tainted by conflicts of interest shared by four of the

supervisors, County Administrator Matthew Hymel and County Counsel Steve Woodside.

Woodside had responded to a similar complaint when he was Sonoma County’s county counsel. Hymel

and the supervisors are members of the county pension fund.

Brown’s lawsuit asked the court to determine whether the officials have a financial conflict in defending
the county’s actions.

Woodside called Brown’s lawsuit “an abuse of the legal process.” The county asked the court that if it
prevailed, Brown be ordered to pay its legal costs.

Such a heavy-handed strategy sends a message to taxpayers that they risk substantial financial penalty
if they question the county in court.

It was an approach that chills taxpayer challenge.

Brown is a staunch advocate for cost-saving reforms to public pensions. He does not have a reputation
for filing frivolous lawsuits, for which such an intimidating strategy should be reserved.

There is no question that the growing short- and long-term cost of public pensions has, in recent years,

become a big share of local government’s budgets.
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The grand jury said of the county’s actions, “the citizens of Marin County were never given proper

notice about pension increases that are now costing them millions of dollars.”

It may not have been a big issue when these pension boosts were approved, as their short-term cost to
taxpayers was amply covered by double-digit returns from agencies’ investment pools. But the
recession brought a different and budget-shaking perspective to those promises made 10 to 15 years

ago.

Brown’s lawsuit may have been clearer by simply focusing on asking a court to rule on whether those
approvals complied with state law. But his civic-spirted search for legal clarity did not deserve the

intimidation tactics, wielded by the county with public dollars, against a well-meaning taxpayer.

TOP STORIES

Marin IJ Editorial:
County’s use of

police body cams a
sound investment

MacLeamy joins IJ
editorial board

Marin IJ Editorial: IJ
recommends Kate Taking on Marin’s
Sears for county pension system can
board be costly

George Russell:

This Week's Circulars

Advance Auto Partsi=

STAPLES

Make More Happen

when you use your Staples More Account”

SGEERSTIIN CREATE SOME MAJ(

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

(Lowes |

= $349™

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

STAPLES

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

boanesis

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

View comments

marinij.com

flvisjok 43

For Less S ress Iy

el

Charles M. Schulz - Sonoma County Airport (STS)
New Daily Nonstop Orange County Flights

Daily nonstop STS
service to and from:

> Los Angeles
> Portland ¥ —
> San Diego T

Join Alaska’s Mileage Plan & Wine Flies Free at STS!

MOST POPULAR

DAY WEEK NEWS SPORTS BIZ A&E EMAIL LIFE

Marin wildlife camera project yields vast
collection of animal images

Sale of Cowgirl Creamery includes Marin outlet
San Rafael prostitution sting nets 13 suspects

Marinwood tract eyed as site for 120-unit
seniors complex

SMART gets high marks from review panel as
Larkspur rail extension is eyed

San Rafael man arrested on arson count after
fire in his apartment

41-unit San Rafael housing development
approved

College of Marin gets Tesla batteries for solar
power storage

We simplify
digital marketing
ealerships everywhere.

We simplify
digital marketing
ealerships everywhere.

San Rafael Local Guide

Featured Businesses

Coldwell Banker Previews International -
Pacific Heights

Sprouts Farmers Market

Decks By Wood Masters

McHales Gardening Service

Alain Pinel Realtors

Find San Rafael Attractions

Search for a business

Search by keyword or Zip

Add your business here +

Ad O]

AUTOMETIVE
| —

-

We simplify
digital marketing
ealerships everywhere.

Copyright © Marin Independent Journal Copyright notice  Privacy Policy Site Map Digital First Media


http://www.adtaxinetworks.com/?utm_source=AdTaxi&utm_medium=DisplayMarketing&utm_campaign=REM
http://www.marinij.com/
http://newsletters.marinij.com/mij/mijreg.action
http://www.marinij.com/autos
http://www.marinij.com/homes
http://www.marinij.com/jobs
https://myaccount.marinij.com/index.aspx
http://www.marinij.com/marin-news
http://www.marinij.com/sports
http://www.marinij.com/business
http://www.marinij.com/entertainment
http://www.marinij.com/lifestyle
http://www.marinij.com/obituaries
http://www.marinij.com/opinion
http://www.marinij.com/blogs
http://www.marinij.com/article/NO/20160507/LOCAL1/160509872
http://www.marinij.com/article/NO/20160507/LOCAL1/160509872
http://www.marinij.com/
http://www.marinij.com/article/NO/20160507/LOCAL1/160509872#disqus_thread
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvTDGe22F8N7qhyfCbAt10oUWEGzwxedfCKcPPbZez44kt5j9cC3iJ8RnJRyTjpK_9zhcsjwFfmJTxcTfOQUetJcFfq_rZwz9PnoVL353y6nR9LdABuSRQ_G9ReJSBZucEI2cnoe9ANH6Iy_Nz9fZSE-yiuUKZJXHkX0A0JparQQSGf236UfMjUhV-OmH1mOhldJw&sai=AMfl-YTG2jcYOtYhactjHBpmI6tMK1pwwyZ0UoK71fqrJVxHliq4X4Zcrm_k1h6bgV8zFbc6SwZkOVfL7g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIRyZNJVJ5CJ&adurl=http://www.sutterhealth.org/novatoorthopedics/%3Futm_source%3DMarinIJ%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3DNovato%2520Orthopedics
http://circulars.marinij.com/?p=marinindependent&chrome=nohead&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_5185&utm_term=title&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.marinij.com/?p=marinindependent&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=706932&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_5185&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_1460&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.marinij.com/?p=marinindependent&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=728664&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_5185&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_2717&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.marinij.com/?p=marinindependent&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=722584&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_5185&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_3841&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvd74Q5A8ciYoLcWU2dcB1gRyhMtUWhRfk4NIY15wPF3WBPvKI0nngeddxu-Qb8Sx7rbVngbAr704QpmWRKQ1nff4YgCEMSDT-Pcga5TTW_f0ErBv_CJZAr_uEzSMwacadCO6NDqfWDf0_Bc0uLqYFAqbR517EbtNXiWSRM1aCRGYb6HmroGCLCIjPfPO-BwxgfhA&sai=AMfl-YQuv9VjROFT4-izZWkgTUZ5vK7JrDZnY6BAyZr7i7FbZgxUmVrh5POE49yCMyc2VBGxnRme40wT5g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDv1r49zMLML&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/Charles-M-Schulz-Sonoma-County-Airport-STS-121292427919966
http://www.marinij.com/popular
javascript:return:false
javascript:return:false
javascript:return:false
javascript:return:false
javascript:return:false
javascript:return:false
javascript:return:false
javascript:return:false
http://www.marinij.com/environment-and-nature/20160516/marin-wildlife-camera-project-yields-vast-collection-of-animal-images?source=most_viewed
http://www.marinij.com/lifestyle/20160517/sale-of-cowgirl-creamery-includes-marin-outlet?source=most_viewed
http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20160514/san-rafael-prostitution-sting-nets-13-suspects?source=most_viewed
http://www.marinij.com/business/20160516/marinwood-tract-eyed-as-site-for-120-unit-seniors-complex?source=most_viewed
http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20160514/smart-gets-high-marks-from-review-panel-as-larkspur-rail-extension-is-eyed?source=most_viewed
http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20160516/san-rafael-man-arrested-on-arson-count-after-fire-in-his-apartment?source=most_viewed
http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20160517/41-unit-san-rafael-housing-development-approved?source=most_viewed
http://www.marinij.com/technology/20160515/college-of-marin-gets-tesla-batteries-for-solar-power-storage?source=most_viewed
http://www.adtaxinetworks.com/?utm_source=AdTaxi&utm_medium=DisplayMarketing&utm_campaign=REM
http://www.adtaxinetworks.com/?utm_source=AdTaxi&utm_medium=DisplayMarketing&utm_campaign=REM
http://www.adtaxinetworks.com/?utm_source=AdTaxi&utm_medium=DisplayMarketing&utm_campaign=REM
http://www.marinij.com/copyright
http://www.marinij.com/privacy
http://www.marinij.com/section?template=sitemap_page
http://www.digitalfirstmedia.com/
http://www.marinij.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marinijfan
https://twitter.com/marinij
https://plus.google.com/107845477944475723714
https://www.pinterest.com/marinij/
http://instagram.com/marin_ij
http://www.marinij.com/rss
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20160515/marin-ij-editorial-ij-recommends-kate-sears-for-county-board?source=topstoriesrot
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20160515/marin-ij-editorial-ij-recommends-kate-sears-for-county-board?source=topstoriesrot
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20160513/george-russell-taking-on-marins-pension-system-can-be-costly?source=topstoriesrot
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20160513/george-russell-taking-on-marins-pension-system-can-be-costly?source=topstoriesrot
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20160516/macleamy-joins-ij-editorial-board?source=topstoriesrot
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20160516/macleamy-joins-ij-editorial-board?source=topstoriesrot
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20160518/marin-ij-editorial-countys-use-of-police-body-cams-a-sound-investment?source=topstoriesrot
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20160518/marin-ij-editorial-countys-use-of-police-body-cams-a-sound-investment?source=topstoriesrot
http://mylocal.marinij.com/
http://mylocal.marinij.com/san-francisco-CA/real-estate/real-estate-agents/Coldwell-Banker-Previews-International-Pacific-Heights-415-474-1750
http://mylocal.marinij.com/san-jose-CA/shopping/grocery-store/Sprouts-Farmers-Market-408-833-1152
http://mylocal.marinij.com/novato-CA/construction/residential-contractors/Decks-By-Wood-Masters-415-516-4169
http://mylocal.marinij.com/novato-CA/lawn-and-garden/lawn-care/McHales-Gardening-Service-415-897-3491
http://mylocal.marinij.com/corte-madera-CA/real-estate/real-estate-agents/Alain-Pinel-Realtors-415-755-1111
http://mylocal.marinij.com/#add_business

