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Police: Dog named Earl is in critical
condition after near-death beating at
Valley River Center

Earl, a brown terrier mix, was found April 25 nearly beaten to death in a car parked at Valley River
Center, Eugene police said.
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A dog named Earl is in critical condition after being nearly beaten to death in a
parked car at Valley River Center early Monday morning, according to Eugene
police.

The small red terrier-type dog was found unresponsive by Eugene police just
before 1 a.m., following a report from a mall security guard who witnessed the
attack. The security guard told police he saw a man in a Ford Mustang choke,
kick, punch and throw the dog.

Eugene police arrived and found
Zachary Michael Ralston, 24, of Cottage Grove and the injured dog whom Ral-
ston was allegedly watching for a friend. Ralston was arrested on charges of
aggravated animal abuse, as well as possession of methamphetamine and hero-
in.

The dog — estimated to be 12 to 18 months old — was taken to the Emergency
Veterinary Hospital in Springfield with an abnormally low heart rate of 50 beats
per minute, or less than half of what is considered normal, police said. Officials
with the Eugene Animal Services believe that Earl is slowly showing signs of
improvement but will remain under 24-hour care until he is stable, police said.

The biggest concern is the trauma inflicted to Earl’s head, police said.

According to an update on Animal Services’ Facebook page, Earl was able to
stand on his front legs and relieve himself on his own Tuesday. However, he is
unable to stand on his back legs, possibly the result of a spinal issue that won’t
be determined until later, the posting states. He was scheduled for X-rays later
on Tuesday.

Police and Animal Services are attempting to locate the dog’s owner.

Anyone wishing to donate toward Earl’s
care is asked to contact the veterinary hospital on West Q Street in Springfield at
541-746-0112. Eugene police said they will provide updates, and asked con-
cerned residents to hold off making inquiries about adopting Earl.

According to jail records, Ralston does not have any prior arrests in Lane Coun-
ty. Court records statewide also do not reveal any criminal history.

More CRIME articles »

Related
Police: No additional donations, adoption offers needed for Earl, young dog recovering from
beating | Local
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He has plenty of criminal history in Wasilla Alaska, would make an interesting read.

Ghost
3 days ago

Federal felony now, and better be prosecuted as such!

Val Cecama Hogsett
24 days ago

5

How is this a federal crime?

gnomenclature
23 days ago

Michael vik yea and all those like him You know what sucks though is he is considered a
hero and someone to look up to in todays media just ask any sportscaster Vik and this
guy got caught if they hadn’t got caught one would still be doing it the other waiting to
do it again

hiblerphil
24 days ago

2

and those Eugene boys who were playing w/matches and burned down the civic?
Getting caught is important. I’ve been caught at wrong doing and have needed
adjusting now and then. Doesn’t everyone? Whether we do it again or not is not
predetermined but will be a choice.

Don’t hate/slam those who do wrong; how about it’s great he got caught and
hopefully will get help to change things around. His choice, let’s give him one. Same
opinion for all wrongdoers.

Plus? I want Earl. He’d be loved and enjoyed for the rest of our years. l2g

listening2grasshoppers
23 days ago

In reply to:

Michael vik yea and all those like him You know what sucks though is he is considered a hero and
someone to look up to in todays media just ask any sportscaster Vik and this guy got caught if
they...

— hiblerphil

the really sick part regarding icky Vik…he had endorsement deals within hours of
being reinstated. all business to business type places….can’t even boycott with your
consumer dollar.

domestikgoddez
23 days ago

1

In reply to:

and those Eugene boys who were playing w/matches and burned down the civic? Getting caught is
important. I've been caught at wrong doing and have needed adjusting now and then. Doesn't
everyone?...

— listening2grasshoppers

we are probably within the same generation. getting caught used to mean there
were consequences. seems to be different these days. kids have affluenza …. come
from a “broken home” (which is somehow better than a family at war with one
another)…. need more love…are insecure and acting out because they didn’t get the
newest cell phone/video game/shoes/stuff that all the other kids have.

domestikgoddez
23 days ago

2

In reply to:

and those Eugene boys who were playing w/matches and burned down the civic? Getting caught is
important. I've been caught at wrong doing and have needed adjusting now and then. Doesn't
everyone?...

— listening2grasshoppers

There’s a huge difference in doing something seriously stupid like playing with
matches, or lying about who broke grandma’s vase and intentionally beating a
defenseless creature of any species. This very well could have been a child or a
woman. It happens all the time.

JadedJade
23 days ago

1

simply stated and I accept that it is true. It could of been a child or woman and I’m
grateful it wasn’t. It’s a crazy world jaded and one minute my old principals burst
forth in all their glory and the next minute I’m bItack to reality; some of the things
that happen today frighten me and I know you are right. Thanks. BG my 16 year old
feline died this evening. I was going to send you an email but you never check, lol.
See I alwyas find humor w/you. Anyhow, forget anyone else reading this. Who
cares! Just fyi and I know you’re my friend. It just feels good to tell someone, you
know? My goodness I loved her and she loved me………omg…..she made me so
happy. :

listening2grasshoppers
23 days ago

1

In reply to:

and those Eugene boys who were playing w/matches and burned down the civic? Getting caught is
important. I've been caught at wrong doing and have needed adjusting now and then. Doesn't
everyone?...

— listening2grasshoppers

I want you to have Earl, too!

JadedJade
23 days ago

Too bad eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth isn’t the law of the land. I sure hope karma
catches up with this punk.

Quackon
24 days ago

4

i’d kind a like punch of equivalent force per punch of equivalent force proportionate
to their size and weight. so like earl weighing in at maybe 20 lbs and this jerk as
pictured looks healthy, well fed….i’ll go with 165, not knowing his height. so earl
gets hit with what force this guy generates …has got to equal this guy getting
bounced around by the heavyweight boxing champ of the world? with roid rage and
a mandatory 5 rounds - no mercy? as I recollect , this would be instant karma.

domestikgoddez
24 days ago

2

Ralston sounds like the worst type of subhuman.

NathanV3
23 days ago

1

Damn drug addicts !!!

DigitalDrifter
23 days ago

2

I have never gotten physical with anyone in my life. aside from Michael vik ,I can
honestly, and with clear conscience, say I would like 30 minutes alone with this guy with
him sitting in the back seat of a mustang. god forgive me. unfortunately, I can’t imagine
what kind of charges can be brought against this a**hole. a dog has no civil rights. some
kind of goddez, hunh? I know there were some that could reign down the wrath of hell -
guess I got a bit of that side. PLEASE DON’T FLAG THIS POST. it is strong - it is
opinionated - it may be offensive to some, but it is not obscene. what this man did is
obscene.

domestikgoddez
24 days ago

7

Yeah, something about it being a very small dog just kinda makes the blood boil,
doesn’t it?

JimJohnson
24 days ago

5

In reply to:

I have never gotten physical with anyone in my life. aside from Michael vik ,I can honestly, and
with clear conscience, say I would like 30 minutes alone with this guy with him sitting in the back...

— domestikgoddez

Very Civil compared to what I tried to post :-/

JadedJade
24 days ago

3

blessed by the edit function.

domestikgoddez
24 days ago

1

And unfortunately this type of person generally moves on to treating smaller and weaker
people the same way, just think if this would have been a child.

William Amhurst
24 days ago

3

but it wasn’t. I hope this man gets help. Drug rehab.

listening2grasshoppers
23 days ago
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Today’s Local stories
MARIJUANA

Cottage Grove may be among the first Oregon cities to impose local marijuana
tax

MALHEUR STANDOFF

Recall petition against Harney County official validated

OREGON

Forest Grove student apologizes for ‘build a wall’ banner at Oregon high
school

EUGENE POLICE

Sprinkler used to keep transients out of resident’s yard targeted twice this
week, police say

CRIME

Lane County jury refuses to put murderer on death row

OREGON

Portland buys bus tickets for homeless to leave town

EUGENE GOVERNMENT

Oregon engineering board reduces fine against former Eugene traffic
engineer over unlicensed work

COURTS

Man charged with beating Earl the dog pleads guilty, gets 40 days in jail

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

University of Oregon President Schill brings in new deans to rebuild his team

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

University of Oregon: debate and mock trial students are climbing the
national ranks in growing program

OREGON

State orders Willamette River boaters to move on

RETAIL

PANDORA and White Barn to open at Valley River Center in Eugene

MARIJUANA

Real estate broker sues Coburg mayor, City Council for nixing marijuana
store

LANE COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Lane County budget committee votes unanimously to reduce jail levy tax
burden by 30 percent

COURTS

Murderer A.J. Nelson tells jurors in sentencing trial: “I did not want to kill
him”

EUGENE

U.S. Census Bureau: Eugene’s population passed 163,000 last year, but trails
Salem

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

President Obama honors UO chemist Geri Richmond with Medal of Science

WEST

Officer charged with  using excessive force

POLITICS

Superdelegates choose between Sanders, Clinton

OREGON

Wildlife refuge occupier pleads guilty

OREGON

‘Right to farm’ law questioned in pesticide dispute

VIEW OF THE NEWS

All-Star mentor
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Sports
OREGON SOFTBALL

Oregon Ducks softball: Jenna Lilley survives a scare to star for the Ducks
Call it a sophomore scare. Oregon softball star Jenna Lilley, coming off an all-
America season as a freshman, had her soaring career violently interrupted on
March 26 when she was hit in the face by …

Oregon Ducks rake in Pac-12 softball awards as they prepare for Fordham
Bandon Tigers’ Sailor Hutton takes home another Class 2A girls 3,000 meters title
La Pine Hawks’ Justin Petz wins fourth consecutive pole vault title

More SPORTS »

!
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Entertainment
MUSIC

Blues icon Guy sticking with the (radio) program
The guitarist hasn’t given up on recording another hit for the airwaves

It’s been many years since blues was a regular part of commercial radio playlists,
and the days when individual DJs could play any song they wanted went away
somewhere around the demise of cassette tapes. …

Celtic Woman serves as ambassador for Ireland musically
Taínia Asili and Evan Greer headline OUT/Loud: Queer and Trans Womxn’s Music Festival
Cuthbert Amphitheater kicks off season May 21 with Foam Wonderland

More ENTERTAINMENT »

" !

Tastings
WINE

Festive wine weekend a salute to summer
Eugene-area wineries plan open houses with new releases, live music and more for Memorial
Day weekend

For area wineries, Memorial Day weekend signals a shift of sorts, in many cases
to extended tasting room hours, and outdoor seating and entertainment,
especially on weekends. Whether out in the country at wineries such …

Brewing on the wild side
Corner pub spreads Celtic spirit, flavors
Steelhead still on the rise after 25-year beer run

More TASTINGS »
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