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Scranton parking lease agreement not
done yet

JIM LOCKWOOD, STAFF WRITER / PUBLISHED: JUNE 9, 2016
An authority serving Scranton and
Lackawanna County will hold a June 23 public
hearing on the financing involved in Mayor
Bill Courtright's plan to lease the city’s _
parking garages to a nonprofit firm that

would operate them.

The Scranton-Lackawanna Health and
Welfare Authority had a public notice
published Friday in The Times-Tribune for
the June 23 hearing at 10 a.m. at the Health
and Welfare Authority's office at the
Lackawanna County Administration Building,

200 Adams Ave.

The public notice references a “Scranton Parking Facilities System Concession and Lease
DEAL OF THE DAY Agreement.” The newspaper tried to obtain the agreement this week, but was told it

does not exist yet.

$25 to Rustic Kitchen & $25 in Free Slot Play
for $25

An agreement or draft is not available for release to the public because it is not
Save 50%

completed, said Todd Johns, solicitor for the Scranton Parking Authority.

Powered by The Times Tribune and ReferLocal The solicitor for the health/welfare authority, Brian Koscelansky, also said he does not

RECENT OBITUARIES View All (92) > have the lease agreement, which he called a “draft agreement,” and suggested city

solicitor Jason Shrive might have it.

JOSEPH BLASH

= Efforts to obtain the lease agreement from Mr. Shrive also were unsuccessful.
x.

=
';' ] WILLIAM BONNA SR.

Asked if the health/welfare should have the agreement, since this agency is holding the
public hearing, Mr. Koscelansky said no.
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Scranton parking lease agreement not done yet - News - The Times-Tribune
“The financing documents do not need to be complete for the (health/welfare) authority
to hold the public hearing and take comments on the proposed project,” Mr.
Koscelansky said in an email. “The city is controlling the final terms of the financing and
city council will need to approve the execution and terms of the lease along with the
parking authority. The (health/welfare) authority is simply a conduit issuer for this deal,
as it is when they help with other financings including university and health care

financings they have assisted with in the past.”

The parking authority will hold a special meeting at City Hall, likely next week, on the

transaction, Mr. Johns said.

Council also will hold a public caucus at City Hall on the parking deal, though a date has

not been set, council President Joe Wechsler said.

Resident Marie Schumacher, who keeps close tabs on city government, also wants to
review the lease agreement. Under the Courtright administration’s plan, the city would
get an unspecified, upfront payment from nonprofit National Development Council, and
the city would use those funds to pay down SPA debt that the city guarantees. The city

would refinance the leftover SPA debt, called “stranded debt.”
Ms. Schumacher wants to see all of those details.

“l have concerns about the lack of transparency,” Ms. Schumacher said. “I think the
taxpayers have a right to know what the (stranded SPA) debt will be. How much debt will
we be left with and how much will the city get” from NDC through the lease.

Mr. Johns contends the mayor, his administration and the parking authority have been
exceedingly transparent during the entire process over the past two years. Once the
lease agreement is completed, it will be released to the public, before the June 23

hearing, he said.

“This is an incredibly complex problem that requires a very sophisticated solution,” Mr.
Johns said. “Multiple people have been working on this for two years. There are a lot of

moving parts. A lot of people put in a lot of time to do this the right way.”

Melissa Melewsky, media law counsel for the Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association, said
copies of the lease agreement referenced in the public notice should be made available

to anyone who wants one, and well in advance of the hearing.

“It's a very detailed notice,” she said. “The details are wonderful, but | don't know if the
public can really understand them without context, and that context would be in the

agreement.”
Contact the writer:

jlockwood@timesshamrock.com,
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pizzeria in Green Ridge (read more) @lockwoodTT on Twitter

RECENT SCRANTON NEWS

* Child porn suspect reamined free 2 1/2 years due to court mixup
* Scranton woman sentenced for getaway driver role

* DeNaples property for sale; DEP settlement to be announced

* Keystone landfill zoning challenge reaches county court

* Growing number of districts testing for lead in water

* Over the edge: Group offers rappelling for charity

Dog-friendly summer e « i« Governor, local officials talk opioids at roundtable
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10 Things: Dog-friendly
summer events
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oday, we feature 10 dog-friendly
summer events and places throughout
Northeast Pennsylvania. (read more)
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in Lackawanna County
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read more) We welcome user discussion on our site, under the following guidelines:

To comment you must first create a profile and sign-in with a verified DISQUS account or social
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wo Scranton addicts sent to
intense prison recovery
program

A burglar and a thief, both with serious
addiction issues, were sentenced
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hursday to an intense, two-year
recovery program starting in state
prison. (read more)

Looking For a Job? Don’t Say These 8 Words

Trio in Rio: Triplets to make Olympic history

10 Celebrity Deaths Related To The llluminati

Find out why more than 20 million people can’t stop playing this game

Mayfield flips, becomes
chicken-friendly

End Your Nightly Snoring Nightmare With This Simple Solution

After a showdown with a resident over
chicken keeping, the Mayfield Borough

Council opened the coop door, allowing
backyard chickens in the borough. (read

Suffering From Acid Reflux? There Is A Natural Remedy...

4 Comments [1]

enough already
complex is another way of admin's telling you "boy, is this going to cost you"!! but u won't know how
much until it is all done....

Otelia Robards
g "my room mate Lori Is getting paid on the internet $98/hr".....!t1314x
two days ago grey McLaren. P1 | bought after earning 18,512 Dollars..it was my
previous month's payout..just a little over.17k Dollars Last month..3-5 Bours jbb B
day...with weekly payouts..it's realy the simplest. job | have ever Do.. | Joined This 7
months. ago. and now making over hourly. 87 Dollars...
Learn. More right Here
1t1314x
B
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Officials oppose testifying in
double pension case

Former Scranton Mayor Chris Doherty
and several other former and current
city officials are fighting a request to
estify about the circumstances
surrounding a 2002 retirement
incentive that doubled the pensions of
5 city employees. (read more)
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The Mayor
This is too funny. Sounds just like Obamacare, where you have to pass the law before you can read
the document. We can trust the city, right? They only have our best interest at heart. Sorry, | almost

] LesFan
! “I have concerns about the lack of transparency,” Ms. Schumacher said.
Want transparency? Check out the films from a Courtright CT scan. There's nothing up there!

http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-parking-lease-agreement-not-done-yet-1.2053074 4/5


http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/two-scranton-addicts-sent-to-intense-prison-recovery-program-1.2053638
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/mayfield-flips-becomes-chicken-friendly-1.2053634
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/mayfield-flips-becomes-chicken-friendly-1.2053634
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/mayfield-flips-becomes-chicken-friendly-1.2053634
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/officials-oppose-testifying-in-double-pension-case-1.2053626
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/officials-oppose-testifying-in-double-pension-case-1.2053626
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/officials-oppose-testifying-in-double-pension-case-1.2053626
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv1P-a-0ERqmNeY8s8jG0pMg9X4sZZUAYysiwJ7tg9g_SRMEZix_-N2Dohd6a2-OZ-zqdIrZZ1eQjPZxxKmhinbUzKAtMmfVa1PGgO75yUUrHZNefxMiV9EE0i4VZHNl7dp1aw8T3C1Co-R1Gqs0ZowV9x78bBumq6biNLF5kB8RAyskazignKWHZhP_1ET6J2b7rs-W-qhNQ&sai=AMfl-YQf4OQDjAE5FMR-zfH68eI4AkZUQlN4liiVVA_bgAa6N0qn-DVzf2pHM88V3qF_y_zS1I5NYLO9ZA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLXbOARD1DST&adurl=http://www.coopers-seafood.com/
https://www.thenakedceo.com/articles/job-seeking/eight-words-that-could-cost-you-the-job-you-want?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=disqus-widget-times-tribune
http://www.reuters.tv/vas/2016/05/27/trio-in-rio-triplets-to-make-olympic-history?utm_source=taboola_int&utm_medium=referral&utm_term=disqus-widget-times-tribune
http://topcelebdaily.com/celebrity-deaths-related-to-the-illuminati/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=global:desktop:toptier&utm_term=disqus-widget-times-tribune&utm_content=10+Celebrity+Deaths+Related+To+The+Illuminati:http%3A%2F%2Ftopcelebdaily.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F05%2Ftupac-last-words3.jpg&utm_term=disqus-widget-times-tribune
http://plarium.com/play/en/pirates/017_ships_hybrid_anim_g?plid=91798&pxl=taboola_fr&publisherID=disqus-widget-times-tribune
http://tracking.lifestylejournal.com/aff_c?offer_id=78&aff_id=1169&url_id=375&aff_sub=taaSnoring-ROW-Desktop&aff_sub2=disqus-widget-times-tribune
http://onlinehealth.wiki/body/a-new-theory-about-how-acid-reflux-is-a-lot-worse-than-you-think?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=108909&utm_medium=disqus-widget-times-tribune
https://disqus.com/home/forums/times-tribune/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/by/josephhalloran/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-parking-lease-agreement-not-done-yet-1.2053074#comment-2721318869
https://disqus.com/by/doraahoward3/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-parking-lease-agreement-not-done-yet-1.2053074#comment-2722862067
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-parking-lease-agreement-not-done-yet-1.2053074#comment-2721318869
http://ei7nah2ahk.tk/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_PjCm1atYx1/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-parking-lease-agreement-not-done-yet-1.2053074#comment-2721712287
https://disqus.com/by/LesFan/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-parking-lease-agreement-not-done-yet-1.2053074#comment-2721466005
https://disqus.com/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=times-tribune&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
https://disqus.com/by/josephhalloran/
https://disqus.com/by/doraahoward3/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_PjCm1atYx1/
https://disqus.com/by/LesFan/

6/12/2016

@he Times-Tribune

Q 149 Penn Ave. Scranton, PA 18503

\ 1-800-228-4637

%4
< CONTACT US

Copyright ©2016 The Scranton Times-Tribune
PRIVACY POLICY | OPINION POSTING POLICY |
ABOUT OUR ADS | Questions or comments?
CONTACT US

@he Times-Tribune  Tue Cmzns Yook Standard~Speaker REPUBLICAN HERAID

http://thetimes-tribune .com/news/scranton-parking-lease-agreement-not-done-yet-1.2053074

SUBSCRIBE
HOME DELIVERY
DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
NEWSLETTERS
ALERTS

NEWS
OBITUARIES
SPORTS
LIFESTYLES
BUSINESS
OPINION
CONTACT
JOBS

Scranton parking lease agreement not done yet - News - The Times-Tribune

CLASSIFIEDS
MARKETPLACE
PLACE AN AD
FIND SCRANTON JOBS

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

5/5


http://thetimes-tribune.com/contact
http://www.timesshamrock.com/policy.html
http://www.timesshamrock.com/policy.html#Opinion
http://www.timesshamrock.com/policy.html#ADS
http://thetimes-tribune.com/contact
http://thetimes-tribune.com/subscribe
http://thetimes-tribune.com/subscribe
http://thetimes-tribune.com/activate
http://thetimes-tribune.com/signup
http://thetimes-tribune.com/textalerts
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news
http://thetimes-tribune.com/obituaries
http://thetimes-tribune.com/sports
http://thetimes-tribune.com/lifestyles
http://thetimes-tribune.com/business
http://thetimes-tribune.com/opinion
http://thetimes-tribune.com/contact
http://thetimes-tribune.com/jobs
http://classifieds570.com/
http://thetimes-tribune.com/marketplace
http://thetimes-tribune.com/placead
http://jobsearch.local-jobs.monster.com/Search.aspx?wt.mc_n=hjnpsearch&ch=scrantontimes&q=&where=Scranton&re=130&cy=us&brd=1
http://www.facebook.com/thetimes-tribune/
http://twitter.com/timestribune
http://thetimes-tribune.com/
http://citizensvoice.com/
http://standardspeaker.com/
http://republicanherald.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssTEVQTKKeAU3uiXcuDv-Hx4mgTlQzX-VsYVNLhY5cwjuWa3z_uxGwLz5MIvLCnOx0-QeyckBHY5XRhduBRbaqsbogMNwfjM5zVg3gsW6aVYAKl612iRRBv8mxDqiNs_az5U6s9EDaJTH839-ZvvRWbuQzJG8u0T_VFsk83aYZy4z4M-wBzibOswXTmYfig8pgPd_qAPUFWwQ&sai=AMfl-YTx3DC5LMWxgXpyUClbXLEzr7F9KliFE7f_sSbQRjl_NPpr1DZ82qkKoe8dsQD0ddFp_LMhSpe9Ow&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIPYoTV8WhIe&adurl=http://timesshamrock.com/banners/trovatos/Market.html

