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Threshing bee is cancelled

By Cecile Wehrman

The 2020 Divide County
Threshing Show is cancelled,
but a thresher’s reunion is
planned on the traditional
third weekend of July.

Members of the historical
society met Wednesday last
week, deciding there are too
many obstacles to mount a
full-scale show this year in the
wake of COVID-19 concerns.

However, said President
John Tysse, there are still trac-
tor operators and collectors
intending to make their annual
trek to Crosby, regardless of
COVID-19.

“We’re going to start up
tractors and have a good
time,” he said.

But a big crowd would be
hard to handle.

Due to social distancing and
disinfection requirements, it
would be difficult to ensure
the safety of kitchen help,
many of whom are among the
60-plus age group most at risk
from coronavirus.

That means there will be no
lunch counter, but the board
will try to attract a variety of
food vendors. Bathrooms will
be sanitized every two hours,
per state health department
guidelines, and someone will
be hired solely for those clean-
ings.

Events will be all word-of-
mouth and possibly spur of
the moment, depending on
who shows up and what any-
one wants to do.

“We’re not going to get too
technical about it. If people
want to come they can come.
If they want to wear a mask,
they can wear a mask,” said
Tysse.

Masked or not, it’s unlikely
anyone from Canada will at-
tend, and that was another big
factor in deciding to cancel.

“They’re going to keep the
Canadian line closed ‘til the
end of July,” Tysse said, pro-
hibiting nonessential travel.

That will severely limit the
number of visitors who could

partake in the show. Though
the Rollag, Minnesota show
has also been cancelled, Tysse
said Makoti's show is still

on, to be held a week before
Divide’s.

Historical society member
Doug Graupe expects many
people will decide "T'll skip
it this year,” rather than risk
infection.

Tysse expects to fire up at
least three steam engines and
up to a dozen gas tractors.
There will be some plowing,
and perhaps, threshing.

Members struggled with the
idea of a cancelled show while
still welcoming people to the
grounds, leading member Rod
Gillund to suggest the term
“postponed” instead.

“The threshing bee has
built a fabulous reputation,”
he said, from food service to
entertainment.

He worries people could get
the wrong idea if they come
and find many of the usual
amenities missing.

Nevertheless, members
determined cancelling the
show is the more appropriate
action, since it more clearly
draws the line between the an-
nual show and the event being
held this year.

“The show and the reunion
are two different things,” said
Gillund.

He suggested local cafes be
advised of the potential for
increased traffic since food
service on-site will be limited.

Members also noted the
event could draw people from
three different class reunions
that weekend along with
people planning to attend a
Fortuna air base reunion.

David Gjovig said the Bor-
derline Auto Club is consider-
ing a car show on the grounds
on Saturday.

The Crosby Area Chamber
talked at their own meeting
last week about the possibility
of doing a summer event the
same weekend, possibly with a
street dance.

Digging
the sand

Crosby Kids Daycare
staff and children
enjoy their first day in
a new sandbox con-
structed with funds
the John & Elaine
Andrist Charitable
Trust, with labor do-
nated by volunteers.
The grant also paid
for some decorative
planters.
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Process works

Wind farm approved
for Burke County

By Brad Nygaard

Wind turbines could be gen-
erating electricity in western
Burke County by the end of this
year.

That’s according to Con-
lan Kennedy, NextEra Energy
spokesman, following the North
Dakota Public Service Commis-
sion’s approval last week of the
company’s plan to build a wind
farm there.

“We are finalizing the con-
struction start date and will
notify Burke County and our
landowners once that timeline is
confirmed,” Kennedy said.

The Northern Divide Wind
Project will consist of up to 74
wind turbines and associated
facilities across four townships
in Burke County. It also includes

a 41-mile-long, 345-kilovolt trans-

mission line from the facility to
Basin Electric’s Tinde substation
in Mountrail County. The farm is
expected to generate 200 mega-
watts at peak capacity.

Total project costs are esti-
mated at $330 million.

From an economic perspec-
tive, KayCee Lindsey, Divide
County developer, said news of
the project’s go-ahead is good
for Divide County next door.

“I'm excited to potentially
host some construction work-
ers,” Lindsey said, referring to
the housing and food needs of
temporary workers.

"Hopefully we’ll be hosting
some of the permanent jobs,
too, once it’s finished. We need
some positive economic growth
at this time, considering what’s
going on with oil and the pan-
demic.”

Northern Divide is NextEra’s
second attempt to establish a
wind energy generating facility
in Burke County.

A previous application was
denied last year by the PSC after
objections from U.S. Fish and

=% 1

il

.

1]

— — s e s s

Brad Nygard -- The Journal
A banner for NextEra recently
went up inside a Main Street
office space.

Wildlife and North Dakota Game
and Fish. Those objections
centered around the original ap-
plication’s siting near Lostwood
Wildlife Refuge, and potential
negative impacts on native prai-
rie grasses and wetlands.

As aresult, NextEra re-
grouped and redesigned the
project, moving it north and
west, away from Lostwood,
while at the same time reducing
the project’s footprint.

“NextEra worked closely with
the North Dakota Game and Fish
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife to ad-
dress the concerns identified by
these expert agencies in the first
permitting process. As a result,
Northern Divide Wind is signifi-
cantly different in its impacts to
wetlands and wildlife than the
Burke Wind project was,” PSC
Commissioner Julie Fedorchak
said.

The lack of objection from
wildlife agencies, Fedorchak
went on to say, allowed the proj-
ect to meet the legal standard of
minimal impact necessary for a
permit.

Earlier this year, the PSC ap-
proved NextEra’s application
for a 123-turbine, 298-megawatt
facility in Logan-Emmons coun-
ties.

Upon completion, Northern
Divide Wind will be NextEra’s
eighth facility in North Dakota.

DC tax director resigns

By Brad Nygaard

Kassie Rose, Divide County’s
director of tax equalization, has
resigned after just seven full
months on the job.

The reason is simple: family.

“I've always said family
comes first,” Rose told commis-
sioners last week, after submit-
ting her letter of resignation.
“I'm replaceable here, but not
at home.”

Rose lives in Tioga with her
husband and two school-age
children, the youngest of whom
is 9 years old.

“This year has been very
hard,” said Rose, referring to
the challenges of moving into
a new house, and the added
stresses of trying to supervise
her children’s learning at home,
and working what amounted to
a full-time-plus job.

“It struck me during the
equalization process that the
time demands were just too
much,” she said.

“We're sorry to see you go,”
Commissioner Gerald Brady
said. “You've been so good in
the job.”

Commissioners Tim Selle and
Doug Graupe echoed Brady’s
sentiment. Selle joked that
maybe in a few years, when her
children are older, Rose would
want to come back.

“You're welcome back, any
time,” Graupe said.

Rose said she appreciated
the commissioners’ flexibility in
allowing her to work from home
some of the time.

She intends to be open end-
ed about her last day of work.

“l am prepared to assist with
hiring a replacement and tran-
sitioning responsibilities,” she
wrote in her letter of resigna-
tion.

Graupe told Brady and Selle
he would begin advertising the
position immediately. The ad
appears elsewhere in this edi-
tion of the Journal, as well on
the Divide County website.

Chamber members express
concerns about Dollar General

First swim

The Journal's Brad
Nygaard can claim to
have taken the first

Members of the Crosby Area Chamber at their meeting last
week discussed the potential competition that might be posed
by the arrival of a Dollar General store in Crosby, with a couple
expressing the belief it will hurt Main Street.

Community Developer KayCee Lindsey said she has heard from
a developer in Bowman of that town’s experience with the chain.
The Bowman chamber has been unsuccessful in getting Dollar
General to participate in their organization.

On the other hand, she said, the retailer could increase employ-
ment, property and sales taxes.

Lindsey suggested members with concerns about the project
attend a planning and zoning hearing scheduled for 4:30 p.m.,
Monday, June 29.

swim in Crosby's new
pool, even if it was
unintentional. While
photographing the fill
last week, the slippery
surface encouraged him
to get in the water, rather
than just photograph it.
Neither the camera or
cell phone was harmed,
just pride.
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Weeds may be the bane of homeowners but this neighbor appre-
ciates the munchies on a lawn in Crosby.
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